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Composer Robert Sirota On Two New Albums Released September 7, 2018 

American String Quartet’s American Romantics 
World premiere recording of Robert Sirota’s  
String Quartet No. 2 “American Pilgrimage” 

Album Preview (Downloads available to press on request) 

Paul Simon’s In The Blue Light  
Robert Sirota’s arrangement of "René and Georgette 

Magritte With Their Dog After the War"  
for Paul Simon with yMusic 

Video of the World Premiere Performance 

"Robert Sirota is a compelling musical voice of our time.” – American Organist 

www.robertsirota.com | www.americanstringquartet.com | www.paulsimon.com 

New York, NY – Composer Robert Sirota announces the September 7, 2018 release of two new albums featuring his work. 
American String Quartet’s American Romantics is a collection of string quartets by Sirota, Dvořák, and Barber. Paul 
Simon’s 14th studio album, In The Blue Light (Legacy Recordings), features Sirota’s arrangement of "René and Georgette 
Magritte With Their Dog After the War" for Paul Simon with New York-based chamber ensemble yMusic. 

American Romantics showcases two timeless, iconic works – Antonin Dvořák’s String Quartet in F Major, Op. 96 “American” 
and Samuel Barber’s String Quartet, Op. 11: II. Adagio – with the world premiere recording of Robert Sirota’s String Quartet 
No. 2 “American Pilgrimage.” 

The American String Quartet commissioned Sirota to write this quartet after championing his first string quartet, Triptych, 
written for the Chiara String Quartet as an impassioned response to the 9/11 tragedy. American Pilgrimage is conceived as a 
companion piece to Triptych: a celebration of the beauty, pathos, and variety of both our geography and culture. It is laid out in 
four movements: Morning: Waldo County, Maine; Mid-day: Mother Emanuel Church, Charleston, South Carolina; Sunset: High 
Desert, Santa Fe, New Mexico; and Evening: Manhattan. The raw material is drawn from four sources: Protestant hymnody, 
Gospel music, Native American songs, and jazz. Sirota describes the work as an effort to “capture a glimpse of the epic quality 
of our country – the awesome diversity of its landscape and its people.” 

String Quartet No. 2 “American Pilgrimage” was partially funded by a successful Kickstarter campaign, about which Sirota 
says, “More than a decade since composing my first string quartet and after months of consideration and deliberation, I decided 
that I want to make this piece the property of many, many people. I want to gather a community who will follow this project 
from the beginning, who will share my belief that a composer’s uninterrupted devotion to create something beautiful and useful 
is worth getting behind.” 

American Romantics was produced and engineered by Judith Sherman and recorded at the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. 

Photo by Brian Hatton available in high-resolution at 
www.jensenartists.com/robert-sirota  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07GJ5XBR8/ref=dm_ws_sp_ps_dp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1g8oZ_tXCo&feature=youtu.be


American Romantics | American String Quartet | Release date: September 7, 2018 
[1-4] Antonin Dvořák: String Quartet in F Major, Op. 96 “American” (1841-1904) [23:33] 
[5-8] Robert Sirota: String Quartet No. 2, “American Pilgrimage” (b. 1949) [27:28]  
[9] Samuel Barber: String Quartet, Op. 11: II. Adagio (1910-1981) [7:25] 
 
Legendary songwriter, recording artist and performer Paul Simon’s 14th studio album In The Blue Light (Legacy Recordings) 
features a talented cast of musicians who have joined Simon to lend fresh perspectives on 10 of the artist’s favorite songs, drawn 
from his unparalleled body of work. Among these collaborators is Robert Sirota, whose arrangement of "René and Georgette 
Magritte With Their Dog After the War" for Paul Simon with New York-based chamber ensemble yMusic is recorded on the 
album.  
 
Of his work on the project, Sirota says, “Paul Simon is one of the great songwriters of our time, full stop. Paul’s process of 
refining and preparing work is rigorous, astute, and collaborative. Working with him and yMusic on this arrangement, from 
initial discussions through the recording session, then hearing this beautiful song performed before huge crowds on the 
Homeward Bound Tour, has been an incredible experience for me.” 

Simon explains, “It’s an unusual occurrence for an artist to have the opportunity to revisit earlier works and re-think them; to 
modify, even completely change parts of the originals. Happily, this opportunity also gave me the gift of playing with an 
extraordinary group of musicians, most of whom I hadn’t recorded with before. I hope the listener will find these new versions 
of old songs refreshed, like a new coat of paint on the walls of an old family home.” 

The release of In The Blue Light on September 7 coincides with the final leg of Simon’s “Homeward Bound – Farewell Tour” in 
September, including four performances in the New York City area and culminating on September 22 in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. Sirota’s arrangement of “Rene and Georgette Magritte with Their Dog After the War,” is brought to the stage each 
night as a show-stopping highlight on the tour. Watch the live performance of the world premiere at Rogers Arena in Vancouver, 
BC on May 16, 2018 here: https://youtu.be/S1g8oZ_tXCo  

In The Blue Light was produced by Simon and Roy Halee, who have worked together since the 1960s. For more information 
about the album, visit: https://Paul-Simon.lnk.to/itbl-albumAW  

About Robert Sirota 
Over four decades, composer Robert Sirota has developed a distinctive voice, clearly discernible in all of his work – whether 
symphonic, choral, stage, or chamber music. Writing in the Portland Press Herald, Allan Kozinn asserts: “Sirota’s musical 
language is personal and undogmatic, in the sense that instead of aligning himself with any of the competing contemporary 
styles, he follows his own internal musical compass.” 
  
Robert Sirota’s works have been performed by orchestras across the US and Europe; ensembles such as Alarm Will Sound, 
Sequitur, yMusic, Chameleon Arts, and Dinosaur Annex; the Chiara, American, Telegraph, Ethel, Elmyr, and Blair String 
Quartets; the Peabody, Concord, and Webster Trios; and at festivals including Tanglewood, Aspen, Yellow Barn, and 
Cooperstown music festivals; Bowdoin Gamper and Bowdoin International Music Festival; and Mizzou International 
Composers Festival. Recent and upcoming commissions include Jeffrey Kahane and the Sarasota Music Festival, Cathedral 
Church of St. John the Divine, Palladium Musicum, American Guild of Organists, the American String Quartet, Alarm Will 
Sound, the Naumburg Foundation, Concert Artists of Baltimore, and yMusic. 
  
Recipient of grants from the Guggenheim Foundation, United States Information Agency, National Endowment for the Arts, 
Meet the Composer, and the American Music Center, Sirota’s works are recorded on Legacy Recordings, National Sawdust 
Tracks, and the Capstone, Albany, New Voice, Gasparo and Crystal labels. His music is published by Muzzy Ridge Music, 
Schott, Music Associates of New York, MorningStar, Theodore Presser, and To the Fore. 
  
A native New Yorker, Sirota studied at Juilliard, Oberlin, and Harvard and divides his time between New York and Searsmont, 
Maine with his wife, Episcopal priest and organist Victoria Sirota. They frequently collaborate on new works, with Victoria as 
librettist and performer, at times also working with their children, Jonah and Nadia, both world-class violists. For complete 
information, visit www.robertsirota.com. 
 
About the American String Quartet 
Internationally recognized as one of the world's finest quartets, the American String Quartet has spent decades honing the 
luxurious sound for which it is famous. The Quartet will celebrate its 45th anniversary in 2019, and, in its years of touring, has 
performed in all fifty states and has appeared in the most important concert halls worldwide. The group’s presentations of the 
complete quartets of Beethoven, Schubert, Schoenberg, Bartók, and Mozart have won widespread critical acclaim, and their 



MusicMasters Complete Mozart String Quartets, performed on a matched quartet set of instruments by Stradivarius, are widely 
considered to have set the standard for this repertoire. The Quartet’s 2018-19 season features additional performances of their 
major project together with the National Book Award-winning author Phil Klay and the poet Tom Sleigh, which offers a 
groundbreaking program combining music and readings that examines the effects of war on people, their hearts, and their minds. 
The Quartet will also collaborate again with the renowned author Salman Rushdie in a work for narrator and quartet by the film 
composer Paul Cantelon built around Rushdie’s novel The Enchantress of Florence. These tremendously imaginative projects 
cement the American String Quartet’s reputation as one of the most adventurous and fearless string quartets performing today, as 
comfortable with the groundbreaking as with the traditional. Formed when its original members were students at The Juilliard 
School, the American String Quartet’s career began with the group winning both the Coleman Competition and the Naumburg 
Award in the same year. Resident quartet at the Aspen Music Festival since 1974 and at the Manhattan School of Music in New 
York since 1984, the American has also served as resident quartet at the Taos School of Music, the Peabody Conservatory, and 
the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition.  
 
About yMusic:  
Hailed by Performance Today’s Fred Child as “one of the groups that has really helped to shape the future of classical music,” 
yMusic is a group of six New York City instrumentalists flourishing in the overlap between the pop and classical worlds. Their 
virtuosic execution and unique configuration (string trio, flute, clarinet, and trumpet) has attracted the attention of high profile 
collaborators—from Paul Simon to Ben Folds to Jose Gonzalez—and inspired an expanding repertoire of original works by 
some of today’s foremost composers, including Nico Muhly and Andrew Norman. Recent highlights include their Carnegie Hall 
debut in a groundbreaking new collaborative album with composer Son Lux and producer Thomas (Doveman) Bartlett, and 
premieres of a half-dozen newly-commissioned works, including a major new piece by Pulitzer Prize-winning 
composer Caroline Shaw, and MacArthur grantee Chris Thile’s first instrumental work written without his own performative 
element. In a particularly noteworthy week, the group performed a set with Paul Simon at the Eaux Claires Festival, became the 
first chamber music guests in the 50+ year history of the Sarasota Music Festival, and joined Bruce Hornsby at his Funhouse 
Festival. Additionally, yMusic joined producer Blake Mills in recording a cover of “God Only Knows” with John Legend for the 
59th Annual Grammy Awards’ “In Memoriam” segment. To date, yMusic has released three full-length solo albums, 2017’s 
First, 2014’s Balance Problems, and 2011’s Beautiful Mechanical. 
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