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Sony Masterworks Announces New US Classical Releases for August 2017 
 

Available August 4: 
Plácido Domingo – Verdi: Macbeth – LA Opera Orchestra and Chorus; conducted by James 

Conlon (DVD/Blu-Ray) 
 

Available August 11: 
The Vienna Philharmonic with Christoph Eschenbach & Renée Fleming – Summer Night Concert 2017 

(CD/DVD/Blu-Ray) 
 

Available August 18: 
Joshua Bell – The Classical Collection (Box Set) – Reviewer Rate: $17.94 

Daniel Barenboim – A Retrospective: The Complete Sony Recordings (Box Set) – Reviewer Rate: $73.80 
 

Available August 25: 
Rudolf Serkin – The Complete Columbia Album Collection (Box Set) – Reviewer Rate: $120.16 

2CELLOS – Score Deluxe Edition (CD/DVD) 
 

 
Plácido Domingo – Verdi: Macbeth (DVD/Blu-Ray) 
LA Opera Orchestra and Chorus; conducted by James Conlon 
With Ekaterina Semenchuk, Ildebrando d’Arcangelo, Joshua Guerrero 
Release Date: August 4, 2017 
 
Sony Classical releases LA Opera’s latest production of Verdi’s Macbeth (2016), 
featuring Plácido Domingo in the title role and Russian mezzo-soprano Ekaterina 
Semenchuk as Lady Macbeth, on DVD and Blu-Ray. The opera is staged by Darko 
Tresnjak, winner of a Tony Award for his direction of the Broadway musical A 
Gentleman's Guide to Love & Murder. Of the production, the Los Angeles Times raved, 
“Plácido Domingo commands the stage and the music he sings… He was genuinely 
impressive.” Of playing Macbeth, Domingo says, “When I was a young tenor, I loved 
playing romantic or heroic leading roles. When I began to add baritone parts to my 
repertoire six years ago, I was particularly interested in playing fathers, as I could draw 
from my own experience as a family man. Macbeth is a completely different kind of 

role for me. He is a murderer, but I think that he is also something of a victim, drawn into his crimes by the witches and 
by Lady Macbeth.” 
 
 
The Vienna Philharmonic: Summer Night Concert 2017 (CD/DVD/Blu-Ray) 
With Christoph Eschenbach & Renée Fleming 
Release Date: August 11, 2017 
 
Sony Classical announces the release of this year’s Vienna Philharmonic Summer Night Concert 2017on CD, DVD, and 
Blu-Ray, conducted by Christoph Eschenbach with soprano Renée Fleming as soloist. The Summer Night Concert, 
performed this year on May 25, 2017, is an annual open-air event, held since 2008. The illustrious conductors who have 
previously led the orchestra are Georges Prêtre, Daniel Barenboim, Franz Welser-Möst, Valery Gergiev, Gustavo 
Dudamel, Lorin Maazel, Christoph Eschenbach, Zubin Mehta, and Semyon Bychkov. 
 



The park of Schönbrunn Palace in Vienna, Austria, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is the magical setting for the concert, 
which is free of charge for all. This event is classical music at its very best, made accessible to a broad public. Millions of 
viewers and listeners in more than 80 countries can watch the concert online, on TV and radio, and up to 100,000 people 
assemble on the Great Parterre at the heart of Schönbrunn Park for the event. 
 

The 2017 Summer Night Concert celebrates the fairytale and includes 
Dvořák’s Carnival Concert Overture plus selections from Armida and Rusalka; 
selections from Tchaikovsky’s The Sleeping Beauty Ballet 
Suite, Rachmaninoff’s Romances, Humperdinck’s Hänsel und Gretel, John 
Williams’ Harry Potter soundtrack, Smetana’s The Bartered Bride, and Johann 
Strauss II’s Wiener Blut Waltz. 
 
The 175-year-old tradition of the Vienna Philharmonic goes back to 1842, when Otto 
Nicolai conducted a Grand Concert with all members of the imperial “Hof-
Operntheater.” This event was originally called “Philharmonic Academy” and is 
regarded as the origin of the orchestra. Since its founding, the orchestra has been 
managed by the administrative committee – a democratically elected body – and 
works with artistic, organizational, and financial autonomy. All decisions are reached 
on a democratic basis during the general meeting of all members. 

 
 
Joshua Bell – The Classical Collection (Box Set) 
Release Date: August 18, 2017 
Reviewer Rate: $17.94 
 
Sony Classical announces the release of Joshua Bell – The Classical 
Collection, a 14-CD set of albums of classical repertoire that the 
internationally acclaimed, Grammy Award winning violinist has recorded for 
the label over the past twenty years. Displaying the unique breadth, versatility, 
and breathtaking virtuosity, beguiling sensitivity and sheer tonal beauty that 
has made Bell an icon for audiences of all ages and musical tastes throughout 
the world, this new collection showcases Joshua Bell in cornerstones of the 
violin concerto repertoire, chamber music, and concert pieces. 
 
The repertoire in this career-spanning edition includes Bell’s 2008 recording 
of the Vivaldi Four Seasons with the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields (for 
which Bell has served since 2011 as Music Director), the 2014 Bach release, 

also with the ASMF, and two of Bell’s most popular albums Romance of the Violin and Voice of the Violin, where the 
violinist regales with arrangements from Monteverdi, Mozart, Schubert, Chopin and Bellini to Dvořák, Debussy, and Orff. 
Other highlights from the collection include British composer Nicholas Maw’s Grammy Award winning Violin Concerto, 
a work written for Bell in 1993, featuring the London Philharmonic Orchestra with Sir Roger Norrington, conductor; The 
Red Violin Concerto based on themes from John Corigliano’s score to the film The Red Violin, with the Philharmonia 
Orchestra London and Esa-Pekka Salonen; and Leonard Bernstein’s cherished West Side Story Suite, also performed with 
the Philharmonia Orchestra London and David Zinman. Rounding out this boxed set are Bell’s recordings of treasured 
masterpieces by Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Tchaikovsky, Brahms, Gershwin, Ravel, and Sibelius – accompanied by the 
Berlin Philharmonic and Michael Tilson Thomas, the Los Angeles Philharmonic and Esa-Pekka Salonen, the Salzburg 
Camerata with Sir Roger Norrington and Bell’s close friends and regular chamber music partners, cellist Steven Isserlis 
and pianist Jeremy Denk. Bell is also featured as Music Director in riveting performances of Beethoven’s Fourth and 
Seventh Symphonies with the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields. 
 
 
Daniel Barenboim – A Retrospective: The Complete Sony Recordings (Box Set) 
Release Date: August 18, 2017 
Reviewer Rate: $73.80 
 



Symphonic and opera conductor as well concert pianist, recitalist, chamber musician, 
Lieder accompanist par excellence, the Argentinian-born Israeli Renaissance man of 
music Daniel Barenboim is also one of the most extensively recorded artists of all 
time. Sony Classical is proud to present the first complete retrospective 
collection, Daniel Barenboim – A Retrospective: The Complete Sony Recordings, 
featuring his albums for CBS/Sony and RCA on 46 CDs and DVDs, in celebration of 
his 75th birthday. 
 
Barenboim the pianist made his first commercial recordings in 1964 and soon began 
documenting his refreshing, vital interpretations of Mozart and Beethoven on disc. 
Before long he had added conducting to his already intensive musical activities, in 
1965 beginning a close relationship with the English Chamber Orchestra. Much of that 
collaboration is to be found in Sony’s vast new set, notably Mozart concerto 

recordings in which Barenboim’s deep understanding of the composer is placed in the service of violinists Isaac Stern and 
Pinchas Zukerman. Soon Barenboim was conducting virtually all the leading European and American symphony 
orchestras. Among the ensembles spotlighted in the new collection is the London Philharmonic, with whom he made a 
series of distinguished Elgar recordings, including “a red-blooded passionate performance” (Penguin Guide) of the 
Second Symphony: “The playing of the LPO is superb throughout and the orchestra responds to Barenboim’s every whim 
… Music seldom brings actual tears to my eyes, but I confess that the playing of the very soft last bars, from the molto 
lento, did” (Gramophone). Another treasurable Barenboim/LPO project found him partnering the legendary Arthur 
Rubinstein in the complete Beethoven Piano Concertos (when his own recording as a soloist accompanied by Otto 
Klemperer had already become a catalogue landmark). Of this 1977 Grammy winner for “Best Classical 
Album,” Gramophone wrote: “Have the Beethoven concertos ever been better accompanied, if accompaniment is the right 
word? … In each work [Barenboim and the orchestra] provide an opening tutti of such weight, richness of 
characterization and beauty of sound that the entry of the soloist, so splendidly prepared for, comes almost as an anti-
climax. It is a little while before even Rubinstein's personality can match the splendour of the scene which has been set for 
him.” 
 
A few examples of Barenboim’s other remarkable collaborations in this set: with Itzhak Perlman, the Brahms Violin 
Sonatas – not only on CD, but now for the first time on DVD; with Isaac Stern, Beethoven’s Violin Concerto (New York 
Philharmonic) and Saint-Saëns Third Concerto (Orchestre de Paris); with Jacqueline du Pré, the Elgar Cello Concerto 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra; with Pinchas Zukerman, the Elgar Violin Concerto (London Philharmonic) – “a reading 
which gloriously combined the virtuoso swagger of a Heifetz with the tender, heartfelt warmth of the young 
Menuhin. Barenboim is a splendid partner” – and viola soloist in Berlioz’s Harold in Italy (Orchestre de Paris); with John 
Williams, guitar concertos by Rodrigo and Villa-Lobos (English Chamber Orchestra); and with Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, 
Mahler song cycles (Berlin Philharmonic). 
 
The wide range of symphonic works in this collection finds Daniel Barenboim conducting Tchaikovsky’s Fourth (New 
York Philharmonic); Beethoven’s Seventh, Schubert’s Unfinished and Berlioz’s Fantastique (Berlin Philharmonic); and 
Schoenberg’s Pelleas und Melisande(Orchestre de Paris). Barenboim the soloist can also be heard in piano concertos by 
Brahms (with Zubin Mehta and the New York Philharmonic) and Beethoven (conducting the Berlin Philharmonic himself 
from the keyboard). There’s also a large-scale choral work, the Berlioz Te Deum, in an imposing recording made in St. 
Eustache with Orchestre de Paris forces. 
 
Barenboim’s unusually imaginative and varied Vienna Philharmonic New Year’s Concert from 2014 – one of the most 
highly praised of these occasions in years – is also included on DVD as well as CD. The Times of London remarked on its 
special qualities: “Recent New Year’s Day concerts have been flat affairs, but the champagne spirit flows freely in 
Daniel Barenboim’s second stint on the podium… The plums (encores apart) are a seductive Tales from the Vienna 
Woods (Johann II) and a gorgeous ‘Moonlight Interlude’ from Capriccio,” while Presto Classicalwrote, “Despite his 
associations with more heavyweight Austrian composers, Barenboim never overplays his hand and has the idiom 
absolutely off-pat… he shapes and paces things quite beautifully, revealing all sorts of detail.” 
 
 
Rudolf Serkin – The Complete Columbia Album Collection (Box Set) 
Release Date: August 25, 2017 
Reviewer Rate: $120.16 



 
This is the first ever collection of Rudolf Serkin’s complete recordings for 
Columbia Masterworks, on 75 CDs, including concertos, sonatas, chamber music 
and vocal performances, recorded from 1941 to 1985. It includes 45 recordings newly 
transferred, mixed, and mastered from the original analogue tapes using 24 bit / 192 
kHz technology (13 recordings for the first time on CD, 15 recordings as first 
authorized releases, and 17 recordings remastered). This is an all-embracing survey of 
Rudolf Serkin’s recorded achievements, spanning over 44 years, and featuring 
collaborations with Adolf Busch, Pablo Casals, Peter Serkin, Jaime Laredo, Fritz 
Reiner, George Szell, Eugene Ormandy, Arturo Toscanini and many more. The hard 
cover booklet includes a foreword by Peter Serkin and a new essay by Jürgen Kestin, 
and the box set features facsimile LP sleeves and labels. 
 
Of the set, Peter Serkin writes: 

I love the very early recordings that my dad made for Columbia. I grew up with them. The Brahms D Minor Concerto 
recorded with Fritz Reiner and the Pittsburgh Symphony, the Fifth Concerto by Beethoven with Bruno Walter and the 
New York Philharmonic, Beethoven Piano Sonatas Opp. 13, 53, 81a, 109 and others. And, as I got older, more and more 
works were recorded. I would hear my father practicing these pieces at home and playing them in concerts, and then later 
records would appear of those same works. Calling him to lunch, he would sometimes be at the end of the Strauss 
Burleske and, when I would appear, he would play its final pages, with the final string pizzicato, and then leave it to me to 
play the final timpani note, low D, in the bass. That was great fun for me. Later, the album of that piece came out, coupled 
with the Schumann Concerto, with Ormandy and the Philadelphia Orchestra, and with a cover of oranges in a bowl. 
 
Many of these recordings from the 1950s and 1960s were so loved by many people, and still are cherished by many, even 
now. Many people have mentioned them to me. The Beethoven concertos, also with Ormandy, and the two Brahms, and 
Mendelssohn and others, are beautiful performances.  So too are the Mozart concertos recorded with Alexander “Sasha” 
Schneider leading the orchestra in the dining hall of Marlboro – Marlboro in its early days, when music-making there 
was so very fresh. I turned pages for both the Prokofiev Concerto No. 4, for the left hand, recorded with Ormandy and 
Philadelphia, and for the Bartók Concerto No. 1, which was recorded with George Szell and the Cleveland Orchestra. I 
would also sometimes play their orchestra parts on a second piano to help my father prepare. 
 
In these earlier recordings for Columbia one hears my dad’s great qualities. I remember him often telling me that, after 
studying a piece as thoroughly as one can, and after practicing and rehearsing it diligently, one then goes out to play it, 
forgetting everything. In his passionate devotion to music he researched everything he could about a composition and its 
composer. There was a selflessness to his approach that resulted in something not at all anonymous, but brimming with 
energy and character. One hears in these recordings a kind of playing that is a model for directness, propulsiveness, and 
dynamic intensity, a radical and fearless approach, with a mindfulness of form, generally presenting a composition simply 
as it is, full of individuality and life. 
 
Thankful that these recordings have been collected and reissued now, we can all appreciate and enjoy them so much. 
 

 
2CELLOS – Score Deluxe Edition (CD/DVD) 
Release Date: August 25, 2017 
 
2CELLOS, music’s most electric and dynamic instrumental duo, release Score – 
Deluxe Edition (Portrait/Sony Music Masterworks). Available August 25, the set 
includes their new album Score plus the new live concert DVD, Score. . .And More: 
Live at the Sydney Opera House, filmed in Australia, with the prestigious Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra. 
 
The Score…And More: Live at the Sydney Opera House DVD features 2CELLOS, 
Luka Šulić and Stjepan Hauser, performing music from their new album, along with 
their greatest hits. Included are some of the most beloved film and television music 
from Game of Thrones, Lord of the Rings, Braveheart, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, The 

Godfather, Titanic and Schindler’s List along with 2CELLOS fan favorites, Michael Jackson’s “Smooth Criminal,” The 



Rolling Stones' “Satisfaction,” AC/DC’s “Thunderstruck” and “Highway to Hell” and more. Score…And More: Live at 
the Sydney Opera House will air nationally on PBS in September 2017. 
 
On the album Score, 2CELLOS explore a more traditional sound-world. Joining them on the album is the London 
Symphony Orchestra with conductor/arranger Robin Smith at the helm. The album is co-produced by Šulić and Hauser 
with Nick Patrick (Jackie Evancho, Il Divo, Plácido Domingo). In support of the new release, 2CELLOS just kicked off 
their 32-city U.S. tour and will headline New York’s Radio City Music Hall for the first time in September. Fans can 
expect everything from their game-changing sound and style on rock and pop hits to the most popular melodies ever 
written for classic and contemporary movies and television, which are featured on their new album Score. 
 

# # # 


