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Sony Music Masterworks Announces August 2018 US Classical Releases 
  
Available August 10: 
  
Vienna Philharmonic’s Sommernachtskonzert 2018 / Summer Night Concert 2018 
Valery Gergiev, conductor & Anna Netrebko, soprano 
  
George Szell: The Complete Album Collection (Box Set) 
Reviewer Rate: $97.20 
  
James Horner: The Classics 
  
Available August 17: 
  
Yo-Yo Ma: Six Evolutions - Bach: Cello Suites 
  
Leonard Bernstein at Harvard (13-CD Audiobook) 
Reviewer Rate: $29.38 
  
This is Leonard Bernstein: His Greatest Recordings (16-CD Box Set) 
Reviewer Rate: $26.00 
  
Available August 24: 
  
Best of Leonard Bernstein (2-CD Box Set) 
Reviewer Rate: $9.45 
  
Oscar Levant: A Rhapsody in Blue (8-CD Box Set) 
  
Emanuel Ax: The Complete RCA Album Collection (23-CD Box Set) 
Reviewer Rate: $37.06 
  
Available August 31: 
  
Alexis Ffrench: Evolution (digital only) 
  
 

Vienna Philharmonic’s Sommernachtskonzert 2018 / Summer Night Concert 2018 
Valery Gergiev, conductor & Anna Netrebko, soprano 
Release Date: August 10, 2018 
  
The Summer Night Concert of the Vienna Philharmonic is the world's biggest annual 
classical open-air concert and takes place in the magical setting of the Schönbrunn 
Palace Baroque Park in Vienna, a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site, with 
attendance each year at 100,000 people and radio and TV broadcasts in 60 countries. 
This year’s concert took place on May 31, 2018 and its theme was An Italian Night. The 
program featured popular works for orchestra including the William Tell Overture, the 
March from the opera Aida and the Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana, as well as 
famous arias such as “Vissi d’arte,vissi d‘amore” fromTosca. Valery Gergiev returned 



to conduct the 2018 Summer Night Concert, with star soprano Anna Netrebko as the featured soloist.  This is Sony 
Classical’s sixth release of the annual Summer Night Concert. 
  
  

George Szell: The Complete Album Collection (Box Set) 
Reviewer Rate: $97.20 
Release Date: August 10, 2018 
  
“In the heyday of George Szell’s tenure as its chief conductor,” declared Gramophone, 
“The Cleveland Orchestra had few if any peers among the world’s great orchestras.” 
Coinciding with the orchestra’s Centennial birthday in December 2018, Sony Classical 
is excited to announce one of the most ambitious reissue projects of recent times, a 
comprehensive collection of the Clevelanders’ recordings made under the baton of their 
iconic fourth music director. These span the period between 1947 – a year after Szell 
inherited a rising national ensemble from Erich Leinsdorf and began transforming it into 
the elite ensemble it remains to this day – and 1969, a year before his sudden death 

shocked the musical world. Born in Budapest in 1897, Szell’s dream was to create an ensemble that combined “the 
Americans’ purity and beauty of sound and their virtuosity of execution with the European sense of tradition, warmth of 
expression and sense of style,” in the words of his biographer Michael Charry. That he fulfilled that dream is amply 
documented in the huge discography that fills Sony’s new edition of 106 CDs, “recordings that are prized for their 
stylistic rightness, clarity of structure, rhythmic tension, and transparency of texture” (The New Yorker). 
  
  

James Horner: The Classics 
Release Date: August 10, 2018 
  
Sony Classical will release a brand-new album that pays tribute to one of the world’s 
great musical talents, iconic film composer, James Horner (1953-2015), who would 
have celebrated his 65th birthday in August this year. Performed by stellar musicians of 
the day, the album highlights Horner’s unique legacy by showcasing some of his 
greatest ever movie themes, including Titanic, Avatar, Troy and Braveheart, to name 
but a few. This vivid collection of back-to-back blockbuster hits brings together 
Horner’s unmistakeable movie themes, re-imagined in arrangements especially written 
for some of our top musicians including internet sensations, The Piano Guys; cello 
wizards, 2CELLOS and Tina Guo; outstanding guitarist, Craig Ogden; Classic BRIT 

Award-winning saxophonist, Amy Dickson together with leading harpist, Lavinia Meijer; acclaimed violinist, Lindsey 
Stirling and exceptional piano discovery, Alexis Ffrench. This eagerly-anticipated album pays fitting tribute to the much-
missed composer by spotlighting Horner’s musical versatility and absolute mastery of the genre and presenting an array of 
key themes from his magnificent scores. 
  
  

Yo-Yo Ma: Six Evolutions - Bach: Cello Suites 
Release Date: August 17, 2018 
  
Yo-Yo Ma will release Six Evolutions - Bach: Cello Suites (Sony Classical), his third 
and final recording of these works, on August 17, 2018. The album is available now 
for preorder, including a 3-LP 180-gram vinyl set, and the Bourrées from Suite No. 3 
can be heard now on all digital service providers. 
  
“Bach’s Cello Suites have been my constant musical companions,” Ma says of the 
music. “For almost six decades, they have given me sustenance, comfort, and joy during 
times of stress, celebration, and loss. What power does this music possess that even 
today, after three hundred years, it continues to help us navigate through troubled 

times?” 
  



Ma is more convinced than ever of the suites’ ability to create shared meaning that extends far beyond the here and now. 
The suites’ collective vision – at once divergent and coherent, empathic and objective – reminds us of all that connects us 
despite an increasingly discordant public conversation. Six Evolutions begins a new chapter in the cellist’s 58-year 
relationship with this music. 
  
“Now that I’m in my sixties,” Ma says, “I realize that my sense of time has changed, both in life and in music, at once 
expanded and compressed. Music, like all of culture, helps us to understand our environment, each other, and ourselves. 
Culture helps us to imagine a better future. Culture helps turn ‘them’ into ‘us.’ And these things have never been more 
important." 
  
The August release of Six Evolutions also signals the beginning of a two-year, six-continent journey in which Yo-Yo Ma 
will devote himself to Bach’s music, playing all six Cello Suites in single sittings in familiar and unlikely locations. Ma 
wants to share Bach’s music with an exceptionally large and diverse audience, in celebration of culture’s role in society. 
Accompanying each performance will be events that seek to put culture in action by bringing people and organizations 
together to address pressing social issues. Ma believes that at a time of rapid change, culture must play a central role in 
shaping our future. Six Evolutions will not only offer an essential encapsulation of what this music means now to one of 
our most celebrated artists. It is also an invitation to think differently about the role of culture in society. 
  
  

Leonard Bernstein at Harvard (13-CD Audiobook) 
Reviewer Rate: $29.38 
Release Date: August 17, 2018 
  
Leonard Bernstein was invited to become the Charles Eliot Norton Professor of Poetry 
at Harvard University, Cambridge in 1971. This one-year position had previously been 
held by such notable musical figures as Igor Stravinsky and Aaron Copland. The 
professorship required Bernstein to live on campus for one school year, counsel students 
and, most significantly, deliver of a series of six public lectures. Bernstein, a 
"Harvard man" himself, was pleased and honored to become a part of this distinguished 
tradition. Bernstein began his residency at Harvard in the fall of 1972. He immersed 
himself in the academic culture with enthusiasm, and his popularity with students 
resulted in his being named "Man of the Year" by Harvard's student newspaper. His 

daughter Jamie was an undergraduate at Radcliffe at the time, so his involvement in the University's student life had 
special meaning for him. Bernstein was scheduled to give the six lectures in the spring of 1973, but with a full schedule of 
various composing projects and conducting engagements, he postponed the lectures until the fall. Preparing for the 
lectures was no small undertaking, and Bernstein wanted to have the time to make the most of this unique opportunity. 
Because the lectures embraced such a wide variety of disciplines, Bernstein faced the challenge of organizing his ideas 
into a coherent progression of six talks. Also, every word had to be written out and memorized because each of the 
lectures was to be presented twice: live at the University at the Harvard Square Theater, Cambridge, and then in a 
subsequent taping session for television at the WGBH TV Studios, Boston. Bernstein based much of the lectures on the 
linguistic theories Noam Chomsky set out in his book, Language and Mind. In the first three lectures, Bernstein analyzed 
music in linguistic terms phonology (sound), syntax (structure) and semantics (meaning) – focusing on music from the 
Classical period. In the fourth lecture ("The Delights and Dangers of Ambiguity"), Bernstein looked at music from the 
Romantic period, with its heightened harmonic uncertainties and structural freedoms. The fifth lecture ("The Twentieth 
Century Crisis") outlined the movement toward atonality and the crisis provoked by this crucial change in our musical 
language. Charles Ives' "The Unanswered Question," one of the primary musical examples, became Bernstein's title for 
the entire series of lectures. The final lecture ("The Poetry of the Earth") concentrated on the work of Igor Stravinsky, 
whom Bernstein thought had found a musical answer to "the unanswered question," one that kept tonality at its center. 
The series ended with Bernstein's artistic and philosophical "credo," an essentially optimistic and celebratory statement of 
beliefs. Although the very breadth of the lectures attracted some negative criticism, they were also widely recognized as 
an impressive achievement. Lavishly multi-disciplinary long before it was fashionable, they provided a fresh way to 
analyze music and interpret musical history. The Norton Lectures stand as a special monument in Bernstein's legacy. 
  
  



This is Leonard Bernstein: His Greatest Recordings (16-CD Box Set) 
Reviewer Rate: $26.00 
Release Date: August 17, 2018 
  
Many of the conductor-composer’s most celebrated interpretations and works are 
collected in this special edition of Leonard Bernstein’s American Columbia recordings 
from the 1950s and 60s, on these 15 carefully chosen original albums on 16 CDs. There 
is the still-astonishing album that launched Leonard Bernstein’s international reputation 
as the most dynamic and charismatic conductor of his era, Stravinsky’s Rite of 
Spring recorded in January 1958 – two months after his appointment as the youngest 
music director in the New York Philharmonic’s history. The Bernstein recording that 
launched the “Mahler Renaissance” in the 1960s is also here: his Third Symphony with 

the New York Philharmonic, which has arguably never been surpassed. Also included are his Carl Nielsen recordings, 
whose great symphonies Bernstein brought to a wide new public with interpretations like his New York Philharmonic 
recording of the Fifth, perhaps the most thrilling account of this 20th-century masterpiece ever committed to disc. His 
magnificent recording of Nielsen’s Third with the Royal Danish Orchestra is also included. His Bernstein “Eroica” still 
sounds “wonderfully vibrant” (Gramophone) a half century after its first release. There are also his Beethoven overtures 
as well as Dvořák’s New World Symphony, and two from Haydn’s magnificent “Paris” set: “It’s debatable whether there 
have been better performances” (ClassicalNet). The great concerto recordings here include Beethoven’s Third and 
“Emperor” with Rudolf Serkin. Bernstein himself conducts and plays Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue (“The one 
indispensable recording of this familiar work, paired with an equally fine American in Paris” – New York 
Times). Bernstein the pianist also accompanies Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, at the peak of his matchless career, in an 
acclaimed album of Mahler lieder. The ballets Rodeo and Billy the Kid by Bernstein’s mentor and friend Aaron Copland 
are included: “Even the composer couldn't make [them] dance the way Bernstein does” (New York Times). Bernstein the 
composer is also generously represented. The original Broadway cast recording ofCandide from 1956 is included, as is the 
definitive version of his most famous work: the original Broadway cast recording of West Side Story from 1957. And 
there are two classic mono record premieres from the 50s, Bernstein conducting his Second Symphony, “The Age of 
Anxiety,” with fellow composer Lukas Foss as piano soloist, and the Serenade, with violinist Isaac Stern. The masterings 
in this new collection are the best ever issued of these thrilling recordings by one of the last century’s greatest musicians, 
selected from the recent Leonard Bernstein: The Composer and Leonard Bernstein:  Remastered editions, Sony 
Classical’s new 16-CD Leonard Bernstein edition is the perfect introduction to the work of this American genius. 
  
  

Best of Leonard Bernstein (2-CD Box Set) 
Reviewer Rate: $9.45 
Release Date: August 24, 2018 
  
In the year of Leonard Bernstein’s centenary, Sony Classical is pleased to present the 
perfect introduction to this legendary American musician. Many of the conductor-
composer’s most celebrated interpretations and works are sampled on two CDs, every 
track chosen to display a facet of his unparalleled dynamism and versatility. There is 
music by Mozart, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Brahms, Mahler, Shostakovich and 
Copland on the first disc, with great soloists like clarinettist Benny Goodman and mezzo 
Frederica von Stade, violinists Joshua Bell and Zino Francescatti, pianists Glenn Gould 
and Philippe Entremont, not to mention Bernstein himself playing and conducting 

Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue. Writing about these benchmark 1960s and 1970s New York interpretations, The 
Guardian’s reviewer declared: “There’s a raw ebullience to the performances that is typical of Bernstein at his best … 
They are all historic performances.” Bernstein the composer is represented by a generously filled second disc. “Few 
composers capture their time and become the iconic voice of their age,” wrote conductor John Mauceri, in a tribute to his 
late mentor, one of a handful of figures in the 20th century who truly changed the face of music. In addition to highlights 
from concert works such as the Age of Anxiety, Serenade and Mass, there are selections from Bernstein’s ballets and 
musicals, including excerpts from the original Broadway cast recording of West Side Story from 1957 as well as his later 
New York Philharmonic recording of the “Symphonic Dances.” Bernstein’s friend and colleague, composer Ned Rorem, 
summed up Leonard Bernstein’s achievement admirably when he said in 1987: “If he were not a composer he would not 
be the world’s best conductor. Alone among conductors he knows that the essence of music is not what it sounds like, but 



what the sounds are intended to communicate. Since he too is a composer, he knows that the magic lies not in the 
communication of sound, but in the sound of communication.” 
  
  

Oscar Levant: A Rhapsody in Blue (8-CD Box Set) 
Release Date: August 24, 2018 
  
At the height of his popularity, Oscar Levant was the highest-paid concert artist in 
America. He outdrew Horowitz and Rubinstein, with whom he shared the distinction – 
rare among classical pianists – of a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. He performed 
under conductors including Arturo Toscanini, Sir Thomas Beecham, Dimitri 
Mitropoulos, Fritz Reiner and Eugene Ormandy, and was the definitive interpreter of his 
friend George Gershwin. Levant’s 1945 recording of Rhapsody in Blue with Ormandy 
and the Philadelphia Orchestra topped the Billboard classical chart and remained one of 
Columbia Records’ best-selling albums for a decade. That classic interpretation and all 
his other recordings for the label, spanning the years 1941 to 1958, have now been 

collected in a new Sony Classical 8-disc box set. The vast majority of them are appearing for the first time ever on CD, in 
a 10" x 10" fully illustrated 124-page hardcover book with an essay by “the Ambassador of the Great American 
Songbook”, singer and Gershwin/Levant scholar Michael Feinstein. The book contains previously unseen photographs 
and images of facsimile documents and covers by Alex Steinweiss from Feinstein’s personal collection as well as 
documents from the Columbia/Sony Music Archives. Levant’s Columbia recordings, on which his fame as a pianist has 
always been based, began with Gershwin, as they do in this new Sony complete collection. From 1942 there are 
the Concerto in F with André Kostelanetz conducting the New York Philharmonic along with the Three Preludes. But 
there’s much more than Gershwin in this 8-CD Oscar Levant set. Dating from 1947, his Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto is 
“both commanding and seriously playful, Levant never sublimating the work’s more skittish aspects. Among the other CD 
premieres are Levant’s 1949 recording of Honegger’s charming Concertino with Reiner conducting the Columbia 
Symphony Orchestra as well as many solo performances from the 1940s and 50s of pieces by Beethoven (including the 
“Moonlight” Sonata), Chopin, Liszt, Brahms, Debussy, Ravel, Rachmaninoff and Copland (selections from the 
ballet Billy the Kid, arranged for piano by Lukas Foss). There is also a track of Levant playing his own music, a jazzy, 
almost manic little piece called Blue Plate Special, recorded in 1947. 
  
  

Emanuel Ax: The Complete RCA Album Collection (23-CD Box Set) 
Release Date: August 24, 2018 at ArkivMusic, September 14 all other retailers 
Reviewer Rate: $37.06 
  
Emanuel Ax has been classified among the master pianists ever since his victory at the 
inaugural Arthur Rubinstein Competition in 1974. His long association with RCA began 
the very next year, with a spellbinding disc of Chopin and Liszt transcriptions 
(“virtuosity of the Michelangeli or Pollini class here,” wroteGramophone). Over the 
next twelve years he released 23 albums on the label, spanning much of the great piano 
literature, and the complete set of his RCA recordings is now reissued by Sony Classical 
for the first time. With a 19th-century focus, the collection contains Ax’s famed Chopin 
(“all the relaxed fluency and tonal elegance of a master pianist” – Gramophone), 

Beethoven (“Ax is a first-rate Beethoven player” –Gramophone), Brahms (“Deeply felt and exuberant” – New York 
Times), Schubert (“a diligent and responsive Schubertian” – BBC Music Magazine) and many other classic recordings. Six 
LPs appear for the first time on CD in this edition, remastered from the original analog masters using 24 bit / 192 kHz 
technology. The set comes with facsimiles LP-sleeves and labels plus booklet with full discography notes. 
  
  



Alexis Ffrench: Evolution (digital only) 
Release Date: August 31, 2018 
Watch Alexis Ffrench at the Classical BRIT 
Awards: https://youtu.be/3_YNupMR6A4 
  
A stunning new album that sees the U.K. pianist and composer Alexis Ffrench propel 
himself to yet further heights, Evolution features a host of guests, from Boston-based 
electro folk duo Tall Heights; to The City of Prague Philharmonic Orchestra under the 
baton of Adam Klemans; and international classical harpist Lavinia Meijer. The album 
has already spawned a success in previous single Moments, seeing it feature on 
Spotify’s New Music Friday playlist, a huge moment for a solo piano track. 
  

The Daily Telegraph reports, “As a classically trained musician with a love of Bach, R&B and roots music, Alexis 
Ffrench defines a unique sound.” 
  
The new album arrives shortly after Ffrench’s electrifying performance at this year’s Classic BRIT Awards, where he 
performed his track Bluebird. Ffrench was joined on the iconic Royal Albert Hall stage by opera singer Pretty Yende, 
accompanied by the Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra and provided a platform for young ballet dancers including 
his talented daughter Savannah, who performed a beautifully choreographed routine. 
  
With over 75 million streams to date and now over a million active Spotify listeners a month, Alexis Ffrench is already an 
established star in the streaming world, leading the way for the new generation of classical artists, with his music speaking 
to a very wide and diverse audience and transcending all boundaries and genres. Ffrench says, “I would love to look out at 
Last Night of the Proms and see a welcome mixture of white, brown and black faces, with people of all backgrounds. That 
would prove to me that classical music is alive and adaptable and I see myself as an artist who can help to lead the 
change.” 
  
As likely to be found listening to Kendrick Lamar and Chance the Rapper as Bach and Beethoven, Alexis Ffrench’s 
combination of classical training and love for R&B and roots music has helped define his unique sound. He notes, “I 
listen to a lot of R&B and hip hop, and study the music videos. I see innovation and people pushing the envelope and 
doing daring things in the name of art, in a way that provokes thought. I wonder whether as classical musicians if we can 
do more on that front.” 
 

# # # 


