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When Nikolaus Harnoncourt conducted Beethoven’s Symphonies No. 4 and 5 at the Vienna Musikverein in May 2015, he 
was not only hailed by the audience, but the mood in the hall was “somehow one of valediction,” to quote the subsequent 
review in the Viennese daily Der Standard. Harnoncourt’s recording of these two symphonies was released in February 
2016. 
 
In July 2015, Harnoncourt returned to conduct the Concentus Musicus Wien in four acclaimed performances of 
Beethoven’sMissa solemnis at the styriarte Festival in Graz and, later, at the Salzburg Festival. They were to be his final 
concerts. In December 2015 he was forced to announce his retirement from the stage, nor was it possible for Sony 
Classical to complete its planned recording of all the Beethoven symphonies with Harnoncourt and the Concentus 
Musicus. 
 
As a result these performances of the Missa solemnis from the summer of 2015 have acquired a special significance, since 
they turned out to be the final chapter in an unprecedented career that lasted almost seventy years. Not only the concerts 
themselves were recorded, so, too, were the rehearsals, and it was Harnoncourt’s explicit wish that his interpretation of 
Beethoven’s late masterpiece should be made available as his last new recording. Harnoncourt died on March 5, 2016 at 
the age of eighty-six. 
 
The album that will be released in the U.S. on July 15, 2016 is based on the ORF’s recordings of the rehearsals and 
performances in Graz on June 3, 4 and 5, 2015. In consultation with Harnoncourt himself, these tapes were edited and 
prepared for release by Martin Sauer, the conductor’s sound engineer of many years’ standing. 
 
Beethoven’s Missa solemnis was the focus of Nikolaus Harnoncourt’s interests for several decades, initially as a cellist 
with the Vienna Symphony Orchestra, during which time he performed the work under the direction of Lorin Maazel and 



Karl Böhm, among others, and later as a conductor: he himself first conducted the work in 1988 at the Schubertiade in 
Hohenems with the Residentie Orkest of The Hague and the Arnold Schoenberg Choir. It was also the Missa 
solemnis with which he made his Salzburg Festival debut in 1992, again with the Arnold Schoenberg Choir, and this time 
with the Chamber Orchestra of Europe. 
 
In 2015 he revisited the work as part of a planned Beethoven cycle with the Concentus Musicus that has unfortunately 
remained unfinished. As with his earlier recording of Beethoven’s Symphonies No. 4 and 5, he succeeded in bringing out 
a number of completely new facets of the score. The radical nature of his interpretative approach goes far beyond his use 
of period instruments in every orchestral department. By following in detail Beethoven’s dynamics and tempo markings, 
he was able to offer what Die Welt called a “lean-textured, angular and profoundly internalized interpretation” that is the 
moving epilogue to a discography which, unique in its significance and lasting more than sixty-five years, belongs to one 
of the most important musicians and conductors of the post-war era. 
 
Physical: http://smarturl.it/nh-missa-solemnis-cd 
Digital: http://smarturl.it/nh-missa-solemnis 
Stream: http://smarturl.it/nh-missa-solemnis-st 
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