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Watch Jason Vieaux and Kristin Lee perform Vivian Fung’s Twist: http://bit.ly/LeeVieauxTwist 

www.jasonvieaux.com | www.violinistkristinlee.com  

Philadelphia, PA — On Tuesday, January 23, 2018 at 8pm, virtuoso violinist Kristin Lee and Grammy-winning guitarist 
Jason Vieaux team up to perform a duo recital presented by the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society at American 
Philosophical Society’s Benjamin Franklin Hall (427 Chestnut Street). Their program includes Piazzolla’s Histoire du Tango, 
Giuliani’s Grand Duo Concertante, Op. 52, Paganini’s Cantabile, Vivian Fung’s Twist Jobim/Dyens’ A Felicidade, and 
selected Brazilian songs (arr. Lee/Vieaux). 

Lee and Vieaux met for the first time at the Music@Menlo Festival in Palo Alto and connected over their passion for 
commissioning composers. When Lee had the opportunity to commission Vivian Fung, Vieaux gladly jumped on board and 
Twist came to life for the duo. They premiered Twist in 2014 at World Cafe Live and are thrilled to feature it on this upcoming 
concert. Lee and Vieaux also share ties to the Philadelphia-based organization Astral Artists as laureates – a global network of 
industry-leading artists who have gone on to become acclaimed soloists, chamber musicians, and Grammy-winning recording 
artists. 

They share a strong mutual respect for each other as artists and share interest in adventuring outside the classical genre. Lee 
says, “What I love the most about Jason is that he has the perfect balance of his incredible craftsmanship, bringing the utmost 
brilliance and virtuosity to the ‘classical’ guitar playing, but at the same time, he has such a laid back, joyous approach to just 
jamming out. He can handle every kind of genre through his playing, and it's always such an inspiring challenge to collaborate 
with him that pushes me to expand my horizons. Vieaux echoes, “I’m always happy to get the opportunity to play music with 
Kristin, because she is such an expressive, virtuosic, and powerful musician. I’ve also admired her versatility and willingness to 
experiment with many styles of music –  she can collaborate with seemingly anyone. Kristin has already been a catalyst for many 
brilliant new pieces of music over recent years, and no doubt she will be a vital artist for years to come.” 

This concert is part of Philadelphia Chamber Music Society’s 2017/18 Social Series, bringing together leading concert artists 
and Philadelphia’s finest purveyors of food and drink for a series of 19 curated events. Attendees can discover the local artisans 
–from cheesemongers, brewers, chocolatiers, vintners, bakers, to coffee roasters and more–both before the concert and at
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intermission. This January 23, 2018 program is presented by Inspired Brews, brewing premium, locally-sourced, small-batch 
kombucha. Tastings begin when doors open at 7:30pm. 
 
About Kristin Lee  
A recipient of the 2015 Avery Fisher Career Grant, as well as a top prizewinner of the 2012 Walter W. Naumburg Competition 
and the Astral Artists’ 2010 National Auditions, Kristin Lee is a violinist of remarkable versatility and impeccable technique 
who enjoys a vibrant career as a soloist, recitalist, chamber musician, and educator. “Her technique is flawless, and she has a 
sense of melodic shaping that reflects an artistic maturity,” writes the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and The Strad reports, “She seems 
entirely comfortable with stylistic diversity, which is one criterion that separates the run-of-the-mill instrumentalists from true 
artists.”  
 
Kristin Lee has appeared as soloist with The Philadelphia Orchestra, St. Louis Symphony, New Jersey Symphony, Rochester 
Philharmonic, New Mexico Symphony, West Virginia Symphony, the Ural Philharmonic of Russia, the Korean Broadcasting 
Symphony, the Milwaukee Symphony, the Guiyang Symphony Orchestra of China, the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, and many 
others. She has performed at Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, Merkin Concert Hall, the Kennedy Center, Philadelphia’s 
Kimmel Center, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Steinway Hall’s Salon de Virtuosi, the Louvre Museum in Paris, Washington, 
D.C.’s Phillips Collection, and Korea’s Kumho Art Gallery. She has been featured on the Ravinia Festival’s Rising Stars Series 
and has toured throughout northern Italy. She has curated programs that premiered at Philadelphia’s World Cafe Live and New 
York’s (le) Poisson Rouge in which she commissioned five new works for the violin and various instruments. 
 
An accomplished chamber musician, Lee is a member of the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center following her 
completion of a three-year residency as a CMS Two artist. Lee is a principal artist with Camerata Pacifica, sitting as The 
Bernard Gondos Chair. She is also the concertmaster of the Metropolis Ensemble, with whom she premiered Vivian Fung’s 
Violin Concerto, written for her, which appears on Fung’s CD Dreamscapes (Naxos) and won the 2013 Juno Award. 
 
Lee’s many honors include awards from the 2015 Trondheim Chamber Music Competition, 2011 Trio di Trieste Premio 
International Competition, the SYLFF Fellowship, Dorothy DeLay Scholarship, the Aspen Music Festival’s Violin Competition, 
the New Jersey Young Artists’ Competition, and the Salon de Virtuosi Scholarship Foundation. She is also the unprecedented 
First Prize winner of three concerto competitions at The Juilliard School – in the Pre-College Division in 1997 and 1999, and in 
the College Division in 2007. 
 
Born in Seoul, Lee began studying the violin at age five and within one year won First Prize at the Korea Times Violin 
Competition. In 1995, she moved to the US to continue her studies under Sonja Foster and in 1997 entered The Juilliard 
School’s Pre-College Division to study with Catherine Cho and Dorothy DeLay. In 2000, Lee was chosen to study with Itzhak 
Perlman after he heard her perform Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto with Juilliard’s Pre-College Symphony Orchestra. Lee holds 
a Master’s degree from The Juilliard School, where she also served as Perlman’s assistant teacher as a Starling Fellow. She is a 
member of the faculty of the Aaron Copland School of Music at Queens College and the co-founder and artistic director of 
Emerald City Music, a chamber music series based out in Seattle. She has also served on the faculties of the LG Chamber Music 
School in Seoul, Korea, El Sistema’s chamber music festival in Caracas, Venezuela, and the Music@Menlo Chamber Music 
Festival. 
 
For more information, visit www.violinistkristinlee.com. 
 
About Jason Vieaux 
Grammy-winner Jason Vieaux, “among the elite of today's classical guitarists” (Gramophone), is the guitarist that goes beyond 
the classical. NPR describes Vieaux as, “perhaps the most precise and soulful classical guitarist of his generation.” His most 
recent solo album, Play, won the 2015 Grammy Award for Best Classical Instrumental Solo. 

 
Vieaux has earned a reputation for putting his expressiveness and virtuosity at the service of a remarkably wide range of music, 
and his schedule of performing, teaching, and recording commitments is distinguished throughout the U.S. and abroad.  

 
Recent highlights include performances at Caramoor Festival as Artist-in-Residence, Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, 
Philadelphia Chamber Music Society, Buenos Aires’ Teatro Colon, Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, New York's 92Y, and 
Ravinia Festival. He collaborates in recitals this season with Escher Quartet; Grammy-winning mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke; 
violinists Anne Akiko Meyers, Kristin Lee, and Tessa Lark; acclaimed harpist Yolanda Kondonassis; and will tour the US with 
accordion/bandoneon virtuoso Julien Labro. Vieaux’s passion for new music has fostered premieres of works by Avner Dorman, 
Dan Visconti, Vivian Fung, Keith Fitch, Kinan Abou-Afach, David Ludwig, Jerod Tate, Eric Sessler, José Luis Merlin, Jeff 
Beal, Gary Schocker, and more. He has performed as concerto soloist with over 100 orchestras, including Cleveland, Houston, 
Toronto, San Diego, Fort Worth, Buffalo, Arkansas, Edmonton, Illinois, Richmond, Fort Wayne, IRIS Orchestra, Chamber 
Orchestra of Philadelphia, and Orchestra of St. Luke’s. 



 
Vieaux continues to bring important repertoire alive in the recording studio as well. Vieaux has upcoming releases on Azica, 
BIS, and Naxos, and recent recordings include Infusion (Azica) with accordionist/bandoneonist Julien Labro; Ginastera’s Guitar 
Sonata, which is featured on Ginastera: One Hundred (Oberlin Music) produced by harpist Yolanda Kondonassis; and Together 
(Azica), a duo album with Kondonassis. In addition to his Grammy-winning 2015 solo release Play, his previous albums include 
a recording of Astor Piazzolla’s music with Julien Labro and A Far Cry Chamber Orchestra, Bach: Works for Lute, Vol. 1, 
Images of Metheny, and Sevilla: The Music of Isaac Albeniz. Vieaux was the first classical musician to be featured on NPR’s 
popular “Tiny Desk” series. 

 
In 2012, the Jason Vieaux School of Classical Guitar was launched with ArtistWorks Inc., an unprecedented technological 
interface that provides one-on-one online study with Vieaux for guitar students around the world. In 2011, he co-founded the 
guitar department at the Curtis Institute of Music, and in 2015 was invited to inaugurate the guitar program at the Eastern Music 
Festival. Vieaux has taught at the Cleveland Institute of Music since 1997, heading the guitar department since 2001. 

 
Vieaux is affiliated with Philadelphia’s Astral Artists. In 1992 he was awarded the prestigious GFA International Guitar 
Competition First Prize, the event’s youngest winner ever. He is also honored with a Naumburg Foundation top prize, a 
Cleveland Institute of Music Distinguished Alumni Award, and a Salon di Virtuosi Career Grant. 

 
Jason Vieaux is represented by Jonathan Wentworth Associates, Ltd and plays a 2013 Gernot Wagner guitar with Augustine 
strings. 

 
For more information, visit www.jasonvieaux.com. 
 
About Philadelphia Chamber Music Society 
Founded by Anthony Checchia in 1986, PCMS has presented more than 1,400 concerts, including 65 commissions and world 
premieres. A Resident Company of the Kimmel Center, concerts are held at the Perelman Theater, in collaboration with the 
American Philosophical Society and other cultural institutions. 
 
PCMS was created so that leading international artists could share their talents each season in Philadelphia and be enjoyed by all 
audiences. Our roster features eminent string quartets, master pianists, great string recitalists, art song, woodwind artists, early 
music, new music, guitarists, and special programming. 
 
For more information visit www.pcmsconcerts.org.  
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