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Sony Masterworks Announces 
US Classical Releases for February 2017 

 
Available February 3: 

Sonya Yoncheva - Handel 
 

Available February 10: 
Tina Guo - Game On!  

The London Oratory Schola Cantorum Boys Choir - Sacred Treasures of England 
 

Available February 24:  
Lang Lang and Sophie Shao - Howard Shore: Two Concerti 

 
 

Handel 
Sonya Yoncheva, soprano 
Available February 3, 2017 
Private Press Streaming Link Here 
 
Soprano Sonya Yoncheva, who is “cornering the market in bel canto brilliance” 
(The Sunday Times), releases her second solo album on Sony Classical 
on February 3, 2017, devoted to the musical genius of Handel. Among the 
album’s highlights are the arias of Cleopatra (Giulio Cesare) conveying the 
incendiary ambition of the Egyptian queen together with her surprising and 
touching fragility. We catch a glimpse of the scheming Agrippina in the innermost 
intimacy of her feelings in breathtaking melismas deploying the entire soprano 
range. Like a true magician, Sonya Yoncheva’s voice unveils the double face of 
Alcina, delving in the depths of amorous passion or swaying in the rich emotional 
nuances between hope and despair. The soprano’s musical curiosity finds a true 
jewel in Handel’s favorite Theodora, left sadly unappreciated at the time of the 

oratorio’s creation and now brought to life in all of her sensuous, crystalline depth. 
 
This album, following in the trail of her debut recording Paris, mon amour, nominated for a 2016 International Opera Award in 
the Best CD (Operatic Recital) category, augurs a new exciting set of artistic brilliance. Among these is a concert tour with 
Baroque repertoire as well as her forthcoming appearances as Tatiana in Eugene Onegin and Mimì in La Bohème at the 
Deutsche Oper Berlin this season. The latter she will also perform at La Scala Milan in June/July 2017. Further engagements 
include Manon in Monte Carlo, Violetta in La Traviata at the Metropolitan Opera at the beginning of 2017 as well as Vitellia in 
Mozart’s La Clemenza di Tito at the Festspielhaus Baden-Baden in summer 2017.  Sonya Yoncheva is also featured soloist in a 
Gala Concert at the Wiener Staatsoper, with Plácido Domingo in May.  
  
 



Game On! 
Tina Guo, cello 
Available February 10, 2017 
Private Press Streaming Link Here 
 
Internationally acclaimed cellist, Tina Guo, thrills in her debut album Game 
On! (Sony Masterworks) available February 10, 2017. The album showcases 
some of the most popular and well-known video game music around with epic 
orchestral arrangements led by Tina Guo’s high-octane solos on electric and 
acoustic cello. The new video for “The Legend of Zelda” is out now – view it 
here: https://youtu.be/clhnYa4Z3Ro. 
 
The blockbuster line-up of video game music includes covers from top-selling 
games Call of Duty, World of Warcraft and Halo, together with songs from all-
time classics Mario, Zelda and Final Fantasy plus Journey, Chrono 
Trigger and Metal Gear Solid.   

 
One of the world’s most versatile musicians, Tina Guo is as much in demand as a soloist with Hollywood’s top composers such 
as Hans Zimmer, as for her virtuosic skills on classical stages.  Tina Guo can be heard on the scores to several recent 
blockbuster films, TV shows and video games including Batman v. Superman, Sherlock 
Holmes, Inception, CSI:NY, Vikings, Call of Duty: Black Ops II and III, Diablo III, Hearthstone, Journey, Assassin’s Creed 
Syndicate and many more. Equally as comfortable in classical concert halls as giant rock arenas, Tina Guo has performed to 
millions of people across the globe in sold-out venues from Carnegie Hall to Wembley Arena.  She has shared the stage with 
some of music’s biggest names including The Foo Fighters, Stevie Wonder, Justin Bieber, Al Di Meola, Carlos Santana, Far 
East Movement, Ariana Grande, Skrillex and many more. 
 
 

Sacred Treasures of England 
London Oratory Schola Cantorum Boy's Choir 
Available February 10, 2017 
Private Press Streaming Link Here 
 
Sony Music Masterworks proudly announces the debut release from The London 
Oratory Schola Cantorum Boys Choir, one of three choirs of the world-
renowned London Oratory choral program. The new album Sacred Treasures of 
England, will be available February 10, 2017 on AimHigher Recordings/Sony 
Classical.  The release will be supported by a worldwide tour throughout the year 
with the U.S. leg in October 2017. 
 
The Schola Cantorum, who have been featured in a number of major motion 
pictures, including The Lord of The Rings, present music from the English Tudor 
era on Sacred Treasures of England.  Comprised of 14 tracks, the new album 
includes motets by composers such as William Byrd and Thomas Tallis, as well as 

the magnificent Missa Euge bone by Christopher Tye. 
 
“From the very first note we heard from The London Oratory Schola Cantorum Boys Choir–we were impressed by their 
captivating musical talent and direction,” said AimHigher Recordings CEO Kevin Fitzgibbons. “Mirroring the majestic beauty 
of The Oratory itself, the repertoire from this debut recording is gorgeous and timeless. We are grateful to all at the Oratory who 
made this great artistic moment possible and are excited for the new global collaboration with Sony Classical.” "This wonderful 
partnership with AimHigher Recordings/Sony Classical represents a unique opportunity for the Schola to bring sacred music 
from the Renaissance to a much wider audience,” says Charles Cole, Director of the Schola. “The stunning beauty of this music, 
which we specialize in, deserves to reach many more people who we hope will be moved by the sound of the boys’ voices.” 
 
The London Oratory Schola Cantorum Boys Choir was founded in 1996.  Educated in the Junior House of the London 
Oratory School, boys from the age of 7 are given outstanding choral and instrumental training within a stimulating musical 
environment.   Directed by Charles Cole, the prestigious ‘Schola’ is regarded as one of London’s leading boy-choirs, in demand 
for concert and soundtrack work.  The London Oratory Schola Cantorum Boys Choir will be the first choir to release an album 
under a new international recording partnership with AimHigher Recordings/Sony Classical.  
 



 
Howard Shore - Two Concerti 
Lang Lang, piano; Sophie Shao, cello 
Available Digitally February 24, 2017 and on CD March 31, 2017 
Private Press Streaming Link Here 
 
World-renowned for his many award-winning film scores including The Lord of 
the Rings and The Hobbit, Howard Shore’s latest album Two Concerti (Sony 
Classical) shows that his immense compositional talents light up not only the 
cinema screen but the classical concert stage as well. Available digitally 
on February 17 and on CD March 31, the album presents two specially 
commissioned works dedicated to the music of Frédéric Chopin - the piano 
concerto Ruin & Memory - performed by renowned pianist Lang Lang; and the 
cello concerto Mythic Gardens performed by award-winning cellist Sophie Shao. 
 
Ruin & Memory – Concerto for Piano and Orchestra was written in celebration of 
Chopin’s 200th anniversary and recorded live at its world premiere at the 2010 

Beijing Music Festival – whose Arts Foundation commissioned the work. Composed specifically for Lang Lang, Ruin & 
Memory is Shore’s musical reflection of Chopin’s time and the life he led. About the work Shore explains “The title captures a 
bit of Chopin’s life, about where he came from and the world he lived in, and what happened when that world was no longer 
there. The piece is really a love affair with the piano, the intimacy, the tactile perception of that instrument.” 
 
For the companion piece Mythic Gardens – Concerto for Violoncello and Orchestra was commissioned for Sophie Shao by the 
American Symphony Orchestra. Shore took his inspiration from the architecture of three classic Italian gardens: Cimbrone, 
Medici and Visconti Borromeo Litta. The composer elucidates on his various muses “Growing up in Canada, I spent many 
summers in Northern Ontario. The surrounding natural beauty of the area was and remains a great inspiration. I believe that it 
is through this love of nature that I was able to connect so well to Tolkien’s work. The natural world influences the form of my 
compositions when writing for the concert stage as well. However, it is the incredible musicians themselves, such as Sophie 
Shao and Lang Lang, whose artistry is always at the center of my creativity when composing.” 
 
Howard Shore is one of today’s most prolific and accomplished composers - his compositions are performed in concert halls 
around the world by the most prestigious orchestras and his numerous film scores are heard in cinemas across the globe. His 
scores for The Lord of the Rings trilogy and The Hobbit series have garnered him three Academy Awards, four Grammy 
Awards, two Golden Globes, as well as numerous critic’s and festival Awards. 
 
Sony Music Masterworks comprises Masterworks, Sony Classical, OKeh, Portrait, and Masterworks Broadway. For email 
updates and information please visit www.sonymusicmasterworks.com. 
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