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Cellist Maya Beiser Announced as Soloist in 
Bowie Symphonic: David Bowie's Blackstar for cello and orchestra 

  

 
  

Conducted and Arranged by Evan Ziporyn 
with Ensemble LPR 

  

Presented by City Parks Foundation's SummerStage and Le Poisson Rouge 

  

FREE | Saturday, June 9, 2018 at 7pm 

SummerStage in Central Park 

Information: www.cityparksfoundation.org 

  

www.mayabeiser.com | www.ziporyn.com | www.lpr.com 

  

New York, NY – On Saturday, June 9, 2018 at 7pm, in a free concert presented by City Parks Foundation's 
SummerStage and Le Poisson Rouge, Maya Beiser will be the soloist in a startling and soaring new version for solo 
cello and orchestra of David Bowie’s entire last album Blackstar. Arranged by composerEvan Ziporyn, who will also 
conduct Ensemble LPR, Blackstar has been performed to sold-out audiences in Boston and Barcelona and will tour the 
U.S. this fall.The Donny McCaslin Group, including members who worked with Bowie on Blackstar, will open the concert 
with a special performance. The performance is part of Le Poisson Rouge’s 10th anniversary season, LPR X. 
  

The Boston Globe recently described Beiser as “a force of nature,” and wrote of the performance of Blackstar in Boston 
last year, “The orchestra’s approach took advantage of the rich, jazz-infused harmonic palette of ‘Blackstar.’ As the rest of 
the strings rose up in deep menace and then flitted away like shadows, Beiser’s cello replaced the vocals of ‘Sue (Or In A 
Season Of Crime)’ with a shivering panic. . . ‘Lazarus’ reached further down into the grave and further up toward the stars 
all at once.” 
  

The cultural influence that the late musician, iconoclast, and actor David Bowie had on millions of people can’t be 
overstated. The late British star, who called New York his home, recorded his final album Blackstar in secret. For both 
Beiser and Ziporyn, the ambitious project of reimagining the album as a concert experience, is a personal one. “To me 
and my generation, Bowie was a model for what it meant to be an artist or creative person. When I heard Blackstar, just 
days before his death, I felt right away I was hearing an extended, substantive masterpiece, music with a truly symphonic 
arc.” Ziporyn explains. Beiser says, “David Bowie was so versatile, and he was always exploring and evolving as an artist. 
He never settled for the easy path. And he himself, as a person, was the totality of his art.” 
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Maya Beiser, described by Rolling Stone as “a cello rock star,” dedicates herself to creating new realms in which concert 
music can exist, redefining every aspect of what it means to be a cellist in the contemporary context. Arranger/conductor 
Evan Ziporyn’s eclectic music connects the dots between contemporary classical, jazz, pop and world music. They 
undertook this project because, he Ziporyn says, “my musical mind was continually expanded by David Bowie. Blackstar, 
his final masterpiece, has a wide palette of sounds and an emotional arc that are nothing like any rock record I’d ever 
heard. I immediately felt that it could and should be orchestral, and that Maya was the perfect soloist to bring his ‘voice’ to 
the orchestral world.” 
  

Both founding members of the innovative Bang on a Can All-Stars, Maya Beiser and Evan Ziporyn have been 
collaborators since that group was founded in 1992. Their performances of Blackstar follow their work together 
on Beiser’s Uncovered (2014), an album of re-imagined and re-contextualized classic rock masterpieces arranged by 
Ziporyn and recorded by Beiser, which they co-produced. The album made the top 10 on the 
Billboard Classical Chart. Following Beiser’s performance of Uncovered, the Boston Globe raved, “this wasn’t anything 
that should be called crossover, cello-rock, or any other portmanteau genre. It was hard rock, full stop.” 
  

About Maya Beiser: 
Avant-garde cellist and multifaceted artist Maya Beiser defies categories. Passionately forging a career path through 
uncharted territories, she has captivated audiences worldwide with her virtuosity, eclectic repertoire, and relentless quest 
to redefine her instrument’s boundaries. The Boston Globe praises her “virtuoso chops and rock-star charisma,” 
describing her as, “a force of nature,” while Rolling Stone calls her a “cello rock star.” Raised in the Galilee Mountains in 
Israel, surrounded by the music and rituals of Jews, Muslims, and Christians while studying classical cello repertoire, 
Maya is dedicated to reinventing solo cello performance in the mainstream arena. A featured performer on the world’s 
most prestigious stages including Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, BAM Next Wave Festival, Kennedy Center, London’s 
Southbank Centre and the Barbican, Sydney Opera House, Beijing Festival, and the Big Ears Festival, she has 
collaborated with a wide range of artists including Tan Dun, Brian Eno, Philip Glass, Steve Reich, Louis Andriessen, Shirin 
Neshat, Robert Woodruff, and Bill Morrison, among many others. Her discography includes ten solo albums; her 2016 
album TranceClassical debuted at No. 1 on the Apple Music classical chart and her acclaimed album Uncovered also 
topped the classical music charts making the number one spot on both Amazon and Apple Music in 2014. Her latest 
album, David Lang’s the day and world to come, was released in January 2018 on Cantaloupe Music. Maya Beiser is a 
2015 United States Artists (USA) Distinguished Fellow and a 2017 Mellon Distinguished Visiting Artist at MIT Center for 
Art, Science & Technology; her 2011 TED Talk has been watched by over one million people, and she was recently a 
Presenting Artist at the inaugural CultureSummit in Abu Dhabi. Maya was a founding member of the Bang on a Can All-
Stars and is a graduate of Yale University. www.mayabeiser.com 
  

About Evan Ziporyn: 
Composer/arranger Evan Ziporyn's music has taken him from Balinese temples to concert halls around the world. He has 
composed for and collaborated with Maya Beiser, Yo-Yo Ma, Brooklyn Rider, Anna Sofie Von Otter, the American 
Composers Orchestra, Iva Bittova, Terry Riley, Don Byron, and Bang on a Can. In 2017 his arrangements were featured 
on Ken Burns & Lynn Novick’s The Vietnam War, and on Silkroad’s Grammy-winning album Sing Me Home. Recent 
conducting appearances include LA Opera, Hamburg Elbsphilharmonie, the Barcelona Symphony, and his own Boston-
based Ambient Orchestra, which premiered Blackstar in 2017. At MIT he is Distinguished Professor of Music and Director 
of the Center for Art, Science & Technology. He studied at Eastman, Yale and UC Berkeley with Joseph Schwantner, 
Martin Bresnick, and Gerard Grisey. His work is informed by his 30+ year involvement with Balinese gamelan. He 
received a Fulbright in 1987, founded Gamelan Galak Tika in 1993, and has composed a series of groundbreaking 
compositions for gamelan and western instruments, including 2001's ShadowBang, 2004's Oedipus Rex (Robert 
Woodruff, director), and 2009’s A House in Bali, which was featured at BAM Next Wave in October 2010. Awards include 
a USA Artist Fellowship, the Goddard Lieberson Prize from the American Academy, Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Fellowship, and commissions from Carnegie Hall, Kronos Quartet, Rockefeller Multi-Arts Program, and Meet the 
Composer. He co-founded the Bang on a Can All-stars in 1992, performing with the group for 20 years. He has also 
recorded with Paul Simon, Christine Southworth, and the Steve Reich Ensemble (sharing in their 1998 Grammy for Best 
Chamber Music Performance). www.ziporyn.com 
  

About Ensemble LPR: 
Named after and headquartered at the acclaimed New York City venue (Le) Poisson Rouge, Ensemble LPR is an 
assemblage of some of New York’s finest musicians. In 2008 LPR changed the classical music landscape, creating a 
new, accessible environment in which to experience art music, and in doing so expanded classical and new music 
listenership. Le Poisson Rouge Co-Founder David Handler brings this same ethos to Ensemble LPR, of which he is 
Founding Artistic and Executive Director. Ensemble LPR personifies the venue's commitment to aesthetic diversity and 
artistic excellence with an eclectic spectrum of music—from works by the finest living composers, to compelling 
interpretations of the standard repertoire. The group has worked with esteemed classical musicians, conductors, and 
composers, including Lara St. John, Taka Kigawa, Simone Dinnerstein, Jennifer Koh, Fred Sherry, Ursula Oppens, Daniel 
Hope, André de Ridder, Christopher Rountree, Max Richter, and Timo Andres, as well as prominent artists from non-
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classical backgrounds such as Johnny Greenwood (Radiohead), David Longstreth (Dirty Projectors), Bryce Dessner (The 
National), Oscar-Nominated composer Mica Levi, John Lurie, and San Fermin. Ensemble LPR has recorded on Deutsche 
Grammophon and performed at notable NYC venues including (Le) Poisson Rouge, Central Park’s Naumburg Bandshell, 
Central Park Summerstage, BRIC House Ballroom, and House of Yes. The group’s upcoming fifth anniversary season will 
also feature the world premiere of a new composition by David Handler at Naumburg Bandshell, a unique performance 
with Clap Your Hands Say Yeah featuring original arrangements for string quartet, and performances supporting Thomas 
Bartlett & Nico Muhly, Venetian Snares x Daniel Lanois, and Kishi Bashi during LPR X. 
  

About SummerStage: 
SummerStage, a program of City Parks Foundation, is New York’s largest free outdoor performing arts festival. 
SummerStage annually presents more than 100 performances in 18 parks throughout the five boroughs. With 
performances ranging from American pop, Latin, world music, dance and theater, SummerStage fills a vital niche in New 
York City’s summer arts festival landscape. Since its inception 33 years ago, more than six million people from New York 
City and around the world have enjoyed SummerStage. SummerStage is presented by Capital One. 
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