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Sony Masterworks Announces New US Classical Releases for September 2016 
Available September 16: 

Pretty Yende: A Journey 

Lang Lang: New York Rhapsody 

Available September 30: 

Joshua Bell: For the Love of Brahms 

Emil Gilels: The Complete RCA and Columbia Album Collection  (box set) 

Il Volo: Notte Magica  - Tribute to the Three Tenors  (Live) 
  

A Journey 

Pretty Yende, soprano 

Available September 16, 2016 

Pretty Yende, a rising star soprano with a modern fairy-tale story, releases her 
debut album  A Journey   on Sony Classical. Available September 16, 2016, 
this recording has been a joyful labor of love for Yende, as it celebrates the 
milestones in her extraordinary musical journey, rising to the top of the opera 
world with unparalleled speed. The album includes arias from Rossini's Il 
barbiere di Siviglia  and Le comte Ory , Delibes: Lakmé  with Kate Aldrich, 
Bellini's Beatrice di Tenda  and I puritani , Gounod's Roméo  et Juliette , and 
Donizetti's Lucia di Lammermoor.  

Yende was born in 1985 in the small remote town of Piet Retief, about three 
hundred miles from Johannesburg, South Africa. At the age of sixteen, her life 

was transformed by hearing the “Flower Duet” from Delibes’s Lakmé  on a British Airways television commercial. On 
learning that this music was opera, she decided at that moment to abandon her plans to become an accountant and train 
to become an opera singer instead. Soon she gained a scholarship to study at the South African College of Music in Cape 
Town with Professor Virginia Davids, the first black woman to appear on opera stages during the apartheid years in South 
Africa. With Davids’s help, Yende’s extraordinary talent blossomed and she was taken from a childhood in a remote village 
to all of the major opera stages of the world. Yende gained dazzling international recognition when she replaced Nino 
Machaidze in Le Comte Ory  at her last-minute Metropolitan Opera debut in January 2013. Another opera close to her 
heart is Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette . She sang Juliet’s “Je veux vivre” with such passion at Belvedere Singing 
Competition in Vienna in 2009 that she became the first artist ever to win first prize in every single category. With “Ah, la 
pena” from Bellini’s Beatrice di Tenda,  Yende stole the show in Plácido Domingo’s renowned Operalia Competition in 
2011. Again, she was the first singer in history to receive not only the first prize but also the prize of the public and the 
Zarzuela prize. Pretty makes yet another debut when she sings the role of Elvira from Bellini’s I puritani , the last track on 
her album, in Zurich in 2016. 

Yende has already appeared at major opera houses in Berlin, New York, Los Angeles, Barcelona, Hamburg and Paris, 
and has frequently sung at her ‘home theatre’ of La Scala. Forthcoming seasons will also see her appear at the 
Bayerische Staatsoper Munich, the Royal Opera House in London, the Opéra National de Paris and the Metropolitan 
Opera. On A Journey,  Pretty Yende performs with the Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI Torinounder Marco 
Armiliato. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Pretty-Yende/dp/B01GTA279G
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Pretty-Yende/dp/B01GTA279G


 

  

New York Rhapsody 

Lang Lang, piano 

Available September 16, 2016 

The ineffable magic of New York City fires the imagination of superstar pianist 
Lang Lang on his new album New York Rhapsody  available on Sony Classical on 
September 16, 2016. He is joined by a wide array of special guests including 
Andra Day, Herbie Hancock, Jason Isbell, Jeffrey Wright, Kandace Springs, 
Lindsey Stirling, Lisa Fischer, Madeleine Peyroux and Sean Jones. From the 
haunting reveries of Gershwin and Copland to the in-the-moment intensity of 
songs made famous by Jay-Z and Alicia Keys, Lou Reed and Don Henley, New 
York Rhapsody rediscovers the dazzle and the soul of America’s most symbolic 
city. Following the release of the album, a star-studded concert special Live From 

Lincoln Center will air on PBS on November 25, 2016 as part of the PBS Arts Fall Festival.  The video for Empire State of 
Mind  with Lang Lang and singer Andra Day premiered on Town & Country – view it here . 

“I made this album because I wanted to pay homage to the city that I love,” says Lang Lang of New York Rhapsody . “This 
city has changed the course of music more than any other in the last hundred years. It has inspired and enriched me 
beyond words and has become my home away from home.” New York City feels similarly about Lang Lang. They just 
named Lang Lang the city’s first ever NYC Cultural Tourism ambassador.  This is in partnership with NYC and Company in 
celebration of this year’s official “China-U.S. Tourism Year” as designated by Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S. 
President Barack Obama. 

For New York Rhapsody, Lang Lang joined forces with Grammy-winning producer Larry Klein to create an album that 
embraces the musical spirit of New York in ways both surprising and traditional. Inspired by E.B. White’s celebrated essay 
Here Is New York , Klein assembled musical ideas and energies that both reflect New York’s past and evoke its dynamic 
present. The centerpiece of the album is a performance of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue  featuring Lang Lang and 
Grammy-winning jazz legend Herbie Hancock in a two-piano version conducted by John Axelrod with the London 
Symphony Orchestra. Surrounding it are creative collaborations that reimagine songs reflecting the varying moods and 
experiences New York offers, including Grammy-winning singer-songwriter Jason Isbell's rendition of Elbow’s New York 
Morning;  Grammy-nominated R&B singer Andra Day in Jay-Z and Alicia Keys’ hit Empire State of Mind;  Kandace Springs 
in Don Henley’s moody New York Minute;  Madeleine Peyroux's performance of Breakfast at Tiffanys  classic, Moon River; 
a new arrangement marrying "Somewhere" from Bernstein/Sondheim's West Side Story  with Lou Reed’s Dirty Blvd 
co-arranged by Klein and Grammy-winner Billy Childs; Lang and violinist Lindsey Stirling in a version of Danny Elfman’s 
theme for Spider-Man;  Lang and trumpeter Sean Jones on West Side Story's  "Tonight;" "The Story of Our Town" from 
Copland’s 1940 Our Town  film score; and Copland's rarely heard In Evening Air.  

  

For the Love of Brahms 

Joshua Bell, violin 

Available September 30, 2016 

Violinist Joshua Bell and cellist Steven Isserlis are joined by two acclaimed 
musical forces - pianist Jeremy Denk and the Academy of St Martin in the Fields, 
of which Bell is Music Director - in a landmark joint recording, For the Love of 
Brahms  (Sony Classical). Available September 30, 2016, the new album is a 
unique project that features works of Brahms and Schumann that Bell calls “music 
about love and friendship.” 

A personal, deeply affectionate impulse frequently sparked the music of Johannes 
Brahms and his mentor, Robert Schumann – often including their mutual friend, 

the violinist and composer Joseph Joachim. It clearly drove all three works on For the Love of Brahms.  Bell, Isserlis and 
Denk unite here in Brahms’s first published chamber work, the Piano Trio in B Major, Op. 8 in its rarely performed original 

https://www.amazon.com/New-York-Rhapsody-Lang/dp/B01GT7W8SO
http://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/a7032/lang-lang-and-andra-day-empire-state-of-mind/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01HCR8QWW/?tag=acaofstmari03-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01HCR8QWW/?tag=acaofstmari03-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01HCR8QWW/?tag=acaofstmari03-20


 

1854 version. Isserlis also joins Bell - as violin soloist and director - and the Academy of St Martin in the Fields in Brahms’s 
last orchestral work, the celebrated Double Concerto (for Violin and Cello) in A Minor, Op. 102. Bell, Isserlis and members 
of the Academy also offer the first recording of an unusual coupling: the slow movement of Schumann’s rarely heard Violin 
Concerto, in a version for string orchestra made by Benjamin Britten, who also added a short coda.  

Bell says, “I met Steven almost 30 years ago at a music festival, and he has been my close friend and frequent chamber 
music partner ever since. Jeremy and I have also shared a long-lasting friendship and we have recorded and performed 
together for more than a decade. Therefore it is fitting that we all come together on this record to play music that is so 
deeply rooted in love and friendship.” Earlier this year, Bell, Isserlis and the Academy performed the Brahms Double 
Concerto to critical acclaim on an 11-date European tour, which Bell play-directed. The tour also featured the Schumann, 
and this recording followed. “Steven and I have performed the Double concerto of Brahms many times over the years, and 
I am so pleased that we found the perfect collaborators in the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields so we could finally 
record this piece that means so much to us,” adds Bell. 

For the Love of Brahms  continues Joshua Bell’s long and acclaimed partnership with the London-based chamber 
orchestra Academy of St Martin in the Fields. Since 2011, Bell has been the orchestra's Music Director and only person to 
hold this title since Sir Neville Marriner founded the orchestra in 1958. Bell’s most recent Sony Classical recordings with 
the orchestra include Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons , Beethoven’s Fourth and Seventh symphonies (Bell’s first recording as 
Music Director), and a Bach concerto collection. 

  

Emil Gilels - The Complete RCA and Columbia Album Collection 

Available September 30, 2016 

Reviewers Rate: CD Box $16.80 

Sony Classical celebrates the centenary of one of the 20th century’s most revered 
Russian pianists, Emil Gilels, with a complete edition of his recordings for RCA 
Victor and Columbia Masterworks on Emil Gilels – The Complete RCA and 
Columbia Album Collection 

Among the first Soviet musicians allowed to travel in the West, Gilels’s American 
début on October 3, 1955, with Eugene Ormandy and the Philadelphia Orchestra 
caused a sensation. Later that month, Gilels recorded his best-selling 
collaboration with Fritz Reiner and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra in 
Tchaikovsky’s First Piano Concerto. Subsequent American tours between 1958 

and 1965 yielded a small yet select group of recordings for the two leading American classical labels, RCA and Columbia, 
including the Brahms Second Concerto with Reiner and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the Chopin First Concerto 
with Ormandy and the Philadelphia Orchestra. Among Gilels’ Bach, Liszt, Schubert and Shostakovich solo recordings for 
RCA, the Schubert A minor Sonata, D 784, is being released for the first time on CD. In 1979 Gilels returned to the 
Tchaikovsky Concerto with the New York Philharmonic and its music director Zubin Mehta for a televised Pension Fund 
Benefit Concert, subsequently issued as one of the first CBS digitally recorded releases.  

Born in Odessa on October 19, 1916, Emil Gilels gave his first public concert at twelve. While visiting the Odessa 
Conservatory in 1932, Arthur Rubinstein met and encouraged the young Gilels. After winning first prize in the 1938 Ysaÿe 
International Festival in Brussels, Gilels’s broadcast performances attracted the attention of Sergei Rachmaninoff, who 
subsequently regarded Gilels as his pianistic successor. Gilels was scheduled to make his American début in 1939 at the 
New York World’s Fair, but the outbreak of World War II intervened. During the war, Gilels premièred Prokofiev’s Eighth 
Piano Sonata and formed a trio with violinist Leonid Kogan and cellist Mstislav Rostropovich. In 1952 he became a 
professor at the Moscow Conservatory and headed the jury of the first International Tchaikovsky Competition in 1958 that 
awarded first prize to Van Cliburn. For the next 25 years, Gilels’ international career steadily and consistently thrived. 
Though acclaimed for his Romantic bravura and imposing sonority that could penetrate any orchestra, Gilels was fully at 
home in the Classical repertoire. He became increasingly preoccupied with Beethoven’s music in his last years, and had 
nearly completed a recorded cycle of the piano sonatas before his death on October 14, 1985, days short of his 69th 
birthday. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Emil-Gilels-Complete-Columbia-Collection/dp/B01DDDA37U
https://www.amazon.com/Emil-Gilels-Complete-Columbia-Collection/dp/B01DDDA37U
https://www.amazon.com/Emil-Gilels-Complete-Columbia-Collection/dp/B01DDDA37U


 

Notte Magica – A Tribute to The Three Tenors  

Il Volo 

Available September 30, 2016 

Following the success of their July 1, 2016 concert in the magical setting of Piazza Santa Croce in Florence, Italy, Il Volo 
announce the release of their new album Notte Magica – A Tribute to The Three Tenors with special guest, the legendary 
Plácido Domingo. Available September 30, the new album will give fans around the world the chance to re-live and 
experience this once-in-a-lifetime event. Check out the live performance of IL VOLO singing Nessun Dorma  here.  

Maestro Domingo conducted the orchestra of the famous Teatro Massimo di Palermo in eight pieces that evening, and he 
also joined Il Volo to sing Non ti scordar di me . Maestro Marcello Rota alternated with Maestro Domingo as the conductor. 
The members of Il Volo – Piero Barone, Ignazio Boschetto and Gianluca Ginoble – performed songs that encompassed 
popular Neapolitan, Italian, and international music, blending in complete harmony with songs from famous musicals and 
renowned classical opera arias. 

“A tribute to such artists and such an event could be considered presumptuous, but in fact it is not, as we have not the 
slightest thought of comparing ourselves to our idols, our artistic inspirations,” explains Il Volo. Plácido Domingo says, “I 
am very happy to be with Piero, Ignazio and Gianluca conducting them in this magical night under the stars in such a 
beautiful city: Florence! I really love these guys. They are performing such a great repertoire around the world – some of 
the music my colleagues and I performed in our own concerts." 

Since forming in 2009, the success of IL VOLO’s critically acclaimed PBS-TV Specials resulted in touring with legendary 
songstress Barbra Streisand and performing across the world’s greatest stages. To date, the vocal trio have released four 
albums, charted on the top 10 of Billboard’s Top 200, won two Billboard Latin Music Awards (2014 – “Latin Pop Albums 
Artist of the Year, Duo or Group”, “El Pulso Social”) and received four nominations, plus two Latin GRAMMY® nominations 
(2011 - “Best New Artist”, “Best Pop Album by a Duo or Group”).  IL VOLO have appeared on major television programs 
including The Tonight Show, The Today Show, Good Morning America, The Talk, American Idol, The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show, The Rachael Ray Show The Daytime Emmy Awards, as well as appearing in the final episode of HBO’s smash hit 
series Entourage. Il Volo will kick off their world tour in the U.S. performing songs from their new album beginning in March 
2017. 

# # # 

Sony Masterworks comprises Masterworks, Sony Classical, OKeh, Portrait, Masterworks Broadway and Flying Buddha 
imprints. For email updates and information please visit   www.SonyMasterworks.com 

https://www.amazon.com/Notte-Magica-Tribute-Three-Tenors/dp/B01JP1HWBE
https://youtu.be/pWffUAg8zyc
http://www.sonymasterworks.com/

