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Sony Classical proudly releases Philip Glass – The Complete Sony Recordings, a 24-CD limited-edition box set created in 
honor of the composer’s upcoming 80th birthday on January 31, 2017.  Available October 28, 2016, the box set is the 
first-ever release of the complete Glass recordings on Sony Classical, bringing together essential pieces from the 
composer’s formidable catalog, including operas, film soundtracks, dance scores, and collaborations with artists such as 
Indian composer Ravi Shankar and cellist Yo-Yo Ma. It features the original version of his 1976 opera debut, Einstein on 
the Beach, a landmark effort that unalterably changed the course of contemporary music, and his best-selling Glassworks, 
a 40-minute piece in six movements that was revolutionary in its own way:  It introduced Glass’s unique musical 
vocabulary to a large mainstream audience that has been with him ever since. 

Among the exclusive features of this set is the first release of Glassworks – specially mixed for your personal cassette 
player, “a truly different mix,” as Glass himself explains, “made with headphones plugged directly into the mixing board.” 
The Complete Sony Recordings also contains a 44-minute audio interview with Glass on the subject of Glassworks; a 
224-page hard-cover bound book with original liner notes, many penned by Glass, full discographical notes and the opera 
libretti for Glass’s Portrait Trilogy, comprising Einstein, Satyagraha and Akhnaten – foundational works of Glass’s 
repertoire that have each enjoyed acclaimed recent revivals in Europe and the United States. The final disc in the set 
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serves as an artful homage to Glass, showcasing recent recordings by other Sony artists performing the music of Philip 
Glass. 

On September 22, 2016, U.S president Barack Obama awarded Philip Glass the 2015 National Medal of Arts at a White 
House ceremony, “for his groundbreaking contributions,” in Obama’s words, “to music and composition.  One of the most 
prolific, inventive, and influential artists of our time, he has expanded musical possibility with his operas, symphonies, film 
scores, and wide-ranging collaborations.”  As Glass has recounted in his 2015 memoir, Words Without Music, he often 
struggled financially in his early years as a New York City-based composer and performer, even as pieces like 
Einsteinwere putting him on the cultural map. He worked as a mover, a plumber and a taxi cab driver. 

Noted President Obama, “Like his own life as a Juilliard-trained New York City cab driver, Philip’s work is full of 
contradictions that cross genres and cultures.  When the music he made strayed from neat conventions, audiences didn’t 
know always how to react.   But, as Philip said, ‘What seems strange or bizarre for any short period of time starts 
becoming familiar, and whatever artistic rewards or secrets it might have become revealed.’  Change isn’t easy.  But over 
his career of symphonies and operas and film scores, Philip Glass has proven that change can be beautiful.“ 

As part of the now legendary downtown Manhattan art-music-dance scene of the late sixties and early seventies, Glass 
was aligned with the “minimalist” movement that included such fellow travelers as Steve Reich, La Monte Young and Terry 
Riley. But, as the breadth of the works in this collection amply illustrate, he has evolved stylistically from that label in the 
ensuing years.  Glass prefers the term “classicist,” given his training in harmony and counterpoint, and his studies of such 
composers as Franz Schubert, J.S. Bach, and Mozart with the Paris-based teacher Nadia Boulanger. In 1968, he 
established the Philip Glass Ensemble; the group continues to tour the world presenting Glass’s repertoire, under the 
direction of keyboardist Michael Riesman.  Glass still maintains a rigorous schedule as a performer and composer. To 
mark the start of an ambitious year-length calendar of programs in his honor, Glass is completing his eleventh symphony 
and it will receive its world premiere on the evening of his birthday at Carnegie Hall in New York City this January. 
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