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Sony Masterworks Announces New US Classical Releases for January 2017 
 

Available January 6: 
Alexis Weissenberg - The Complete RCA Album Collection (Reviewer Rate - $16.80) 

Kathleen Battle - The Complete Sony Recordings (Reviewer Rate - $21.78) 
 

Available January 13: 
Hans Zimmer: The Classics 

Jonas Kaufmann - Opera Gala: Live from Baden-Baden (DVD/Blu-ray) 
Nataly Dessay - Pictures of America 

 
Available January 20: 

Gustavo Dudamel & Wiener Philharmoniker - New Year's Concert 2017 
 

Alexis Weissenberg: The Complete RCA Album Collection (7 CD Box Set) 
Alexis Weissenberg, piano 
Available January 6, 2017 - Reviewer Rate $16.80 
 
Alexis Weissenberg – The Complete RCA Album Collection brings together all of the 
pianist’s 1967/70 RCA Victor sessions for the first time in one place and remastered 
from the original analogue sources, along with his 1949 recorded début that first 
appeared as a ten inch Columbia Masterworks LP.  The recordings include Chopin’s 
Scherzi Nos. 1 and 2 and Sonata No. 3 in B minor, three Haydn Sonatas, a Debussy 
recital, Bartók’s Piano Concerto No. 2, plus interpretations of Rachmaninoff’s 
complete Préludes and Piano Concerto No. 3 that became modern-day reference 
versions. The booklet contains full discographical information and an essay by Jed 
Distler.  
 
Born in Sofia, Bulgaria in 1929, Alexis Weissenberg’s musical journey effectively 
began during the war. In 1944, after three months confined to a prison camp, the 
teenage pianist and his mother escaped via Turkey to Israel. At 17 he travelled alone to 

America, where he had lessons with Artur Schnabel and Wanda Landowska. He studied at the Juilliard School with Olga Samaroff, 
who had taught Rosalyn Tureck and William Kapell. After placing first in the prestigious Leventritt Competition and a highly 
acclaimed 1948 New York début, Weissenberg became an overnight American sensation. In the aftermath of his early successes, 
however, Weissenberg retreated from concertizing to rethink his career and focus his priorities.  
 

In January 1965 Swedish director Ake Falck shot an innovative film that featured Weissenberg in a stunning performance of 
Stravinsky’s Three Movements from Petrushka. Conductor Herbert von Karajan screened the film, and was so impressed with 
Weissenberg that he invited the pianist to participate in a filmed version of the Tchaikovsky First Piano Concerto. Later in 1967 
Weissenberg returned to New York to play with the Philharmonic as a last-minute replacement for Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli. 
These events helped re-establish Weissenberg as a major, international artist. Tours, recordings and master classes followed steadily 
over the next four decades. After battling Parkinson’s Disease for years, Weissenberg passed away in January 2012. 
  
Kathleen Battle - The Complete Sony Recordings (10 CD Box Set) 
Kathleen Battle, soprano 
Available January 6, 2017 - Reviewer Rate - $21.78 
 
Sony Classical is pleased to announce Kathleen Battle: The Complete Sony Recordings, the reissue of nine of the legendary 
soprano's foremost achievements in the studio. Battle, who starred in more than 220 Met performances over the course of her career, 
made her first appearance at the Met in more than 20 years on November 17, 2016. In the course of a remarkable career, launched in 
1973 by mentor James Levine in their shared hometown of Cincinnati, Kathleen Battle has captivated international audiences 
and taken home numerous awards – among them five Grammys and London’s Olivier Award for her 1985 Covent Garden début as 
Zerbinetta in Strauss’s Ariadne auf Naxos, the first American singer to win that prestigious prize – and become one of classical 



music’s best-selling artists, collaborating with the various conductors. The 
Washington Post called her lyric soprano “one of the very few most beautiful in the 
world.” 
 
The first recording, originally released in 1984, is her rendition of the soprano solo in 
Lorin Maazel’s Vienna Philharmonic recording of Mahler’s Symphony No. 4. Most 
of the other recordings in this compilation date from the 1990s, when Battle was no 
longer appearing in opera but concentrating her activities on concerts and recitals. 
Her repertoire also underwent a transformation in this period, increasingly 
encompassing pop, jazz, folk, spirituals and other non-classical music. Two of these 
albums feature the legendary trumpet virtuoso Wynton Marsalis. In A Carnegie Hall 
Christmas Concert, recorded live in 1991, they are joined by mezzo Frederica von 
Stade and André Previn conducting the Orchestra of St. Luke’s for a program of 
favorite holiday-themed selections. Another major event captured live by Sony’s 
microphones was the soprano’s 1991 Lincoln Center concert with flautist Jean-Pierre 
Rampal. Angels’ Glory, issued in 1995, is another of her highly successful 
collaborations with leading soloists, an album of spirituals and other sacred 

traditional songs with guitarist Christopher Parkening. The 10-CD set is rounded off with a new compilation of Kathleen Battle’s RCA 
releases, among them her 1977 live Ravinia Festival performance of Bach’s Wedding Cantata and the soprano solo from the 
Brahms Requiem accompanied by the Chicago Symphony under James Levine.  
 
  

Hans Zimmer: The Classics  
Hans Zimmer, composer  
Available January 13, 2016 
 
The Classics is a stunning new album from the world’s most exciting film 
composer, Hans Zimmer. For the first time, the bold and unmistakeable music 
of Hans Zimmer has been reimagined and arranged for the 
greatest musicians, including Lang Lang, The Piano Guys, 2CELLOS, Leona Lewis, 
Till Brönner, Lindsey Stirling and more. Back-to-back blockbuster hits including the 
iconic music from Pirates of the Caribbean, Academy Award-winning The Lion 
King, the powerful and evocative theme from The Dark Knight Rises and the 
Platinum-selling ‘Now We Are Free’ from Gladiator.  
 
German-born composer Hans Zimmer is recognized as one of Hollywood’s most 
innovative musical talents‚ having first enjoyed success in the world of pop music as a 
member of The Buggles. The group’s single Video Killed the Radio Star became a 
worldwide hit and helped usher in a new era of global entertainment as the first music 

video to be aired on MTV. Zimmer entered the world of film music in London during a long collaboration with famed composer and 
mentor Stanley Myers‚ which included the film My Beautiful Laundrette. He soon began work on several successful solo projects and 
during these years Zimmer pioneered the use of combining old and new musical technologies. Today‚ his work has earned him the 
reputation of being the father of integrating the electronic musical world with traditional orchestral arrangements. 

 
Zimmer has scored more than 120 films, which have collectively grossed over 24 billion dollars 
at the worldwide box office. He has been honoured with an Academy Award, two Golden 
Globes, three Grammys and many more awards and nominations. This incredible collection is a 
must-have for all fans of the most in-demand composer in Hollywood.   
 
  
Opera Gala: Live from Baden-Baden (DVD/Blu-ray) 
Jonas Kaufmann, tenor 
Available January 13, 2016 
 
Sony Classical is pleased to present Jonas Kaufmann in Opera Gala: Live from Baden-
Baden, the final concert of the Festspiel-Saison at the Festspielhaus Baden-Baden. Kaufman 
appears on stage with Bryn Terfel, Anja Harteros and Ekaterina Gubanova with the Badische 
Staatskapelle under the direction of conductor Marco Armiliato. The gala featur a diverse range 
of solo-arias and duets. Among the highlights, included works from Puccini’s Tosca, 
Verdi’s Otello and Mascagni’s Cavalleria rusticana. 
 



Jonas Kaufmann was born in Munich and began studying mathematics, halfway through his degree transferring to the Munich 
Academy of Music and Theatre to study singing. He began his career at the opera houses of Saarbrücken and Stuttgart and later 
became a member of Zürich Opera, and now sings in opera houses around the world. His exceptionally wide repertory includes 
Siegmund (Die Walküre) and Parsifal for the Metropolitan Opera, New York, Lohengrin for Bayreuth Festival, Bavarian State Opera 
and La Scala, Milan, Bacchus (Ariadne auf Naxos), Don José, Don Carlo, Turiddu (Cavalleria rusticana) and Canio (Pagliacci) for 
Salzburg Festival, Werther and Dick Johnson (La fanciulla del West) for Vienna State Opera, Cavaradossi for La Scala, Metropolitan 
Opera and Bavarian State Opera and Don Alvaro (La forza del destino) and Manrico (Il trovatore) for Bavarian State Opera. 
 
  

Pictures of America 
Natalie Dessay, soprano; Paris Mozart Orchestra; Claire Gibault, conductor 
Available January 13, 2017 
 
Sony announces the release of soprano Natalie Dessay's Pictures of America, recorded 
with the Paris Mozart Orchestra under the direction of Claire Gibault. Of the album, 
Dessay says, "I was delighted to once again work with Claire Gibault, who now leads 
her own chamber orchestra, the Paris Mozart Orchestra, more than twenty years after 
she first accompanied my Mozart performance at the start of my career as a classical 
singer. It all started with a couple of Edward Hopper paintings that inspired the 
beautiful stories of poet Claude Esteban, which Graciane Finzi in turn illustrated with 
her delicate and inventive music. Claire asked me to tell the story of these 
'melologues.' For my part, I selected ten other paintings that inspired me to choose a 
range of songs from what's known as the 'Great American Songbook.' I asked five 
incredible musicians to arrange them for the Paris Mozart Orchestra, thereby building 

a bridge between classical music, jazz, and musicals. I then worked to develop a new voice a deeper and more intimate sound that 
would whisper into the listener's ear. It was a voice I had to learn to control, like a small, secretive wild animal. 
 
I wanted to open things up with On A Clear Day, which serves as an introduction, and a promise. Next comes a self-deprecating and 
low-pitched version of I Feel Pretty in quintuple time that leads naturally into I Am A Fool To Want You, a song about someone who is 
ready to do anything and everything to win over a lost love. Send In The Clowns marks the disenchantment of people whose paths 
cross, but never at the right time. Hope lies just beyond the next bend in the road with Detour Ahead followed by Something's 
Coming...Maybe Tonight. Next is Autour de minuit based on the beautiful poem by Claude Nougaro, which rings with the promise of a 
brighter tomorrow and of luck that might finally go our way. But the memory of our beloved refuses to fade, and every night we find 
ourselves back at the counter of a café that echoes with happy memories with I Keep Going Back To Joe's, except that now it's just us 
at the bar as we listen to In My Solitude. It's times like these that make us want to settle down with A Place You Want To Call 
Home, but in the end, as The Two Lonely People asks, won't we always wind up alone even when we think we have a special 
someone? What do we have left, then, if not show business? As There's No Business Like Show Business tells us, isn't the world just a 
stage filled? Enjoy your journey through music and paintings with these Pictures of America." 
 
 

New Year's Concert 2017 
Gustavo Dudamel, conductor; Wiener Philharmoniker 
Available January 20, 2017 
 
Sony Classical is pleased to announce the release of the recording of one of the 
world’s most famous classical music events: the 2017 New Year’s Concert with the 
Vienna Philharmonic under the direction of renowned Venezuelan-born conductor 
Gustavo Dudamel. On January 9, 2017, the live recording will be available exclusively 
at ArkivMusic.com and as a download through all major digital service 
providers.  The CD will be released nationwide on January 27.  The DVD and Blu-ray 
will be available on March 10.   
 
Few concerts can claim to generate such tremendous international interest as the New 
Year’s Concert from Vienna. Under the baton of the world’s leading conductors, the 
Vienna Philharmonic rings in the New Year with a gala concert from the magnificent 
setting of the Golden Hall in Vienna’s Musikverein. The event is broadcast to over 90 
countries all over the world and watched by more than 50 million viewers. 

The 2017 New Year’s Concert is conducted by Gustavo Dudamel, the youngest ever conductor to lead this event. The 35-year-old is 
celebrated as the “young blood” (Die Presse, Austria) in the classical scene, and his comet-like ascent to the top tier of conductors has 
been unique. He has now established himself as one of the leading and most celebrated conductors of his generation. 
 



Under Dudamel’s baton, performances become exceptional experiences full of energy and passion, with every bar brought to life; he 
is a conductor with a special place in today’s music scene. Although this performance will mark his debut at the New Year’s Concert, 
it is not his first concert with the Vienna Philharmonic. Dudamel has been a regular guest conductor of this world-class orchestra in 
Vienna and on tour. He performed with the orchestra for the first time in 2007, returned in 2010, and enchanted a wide audience at the 
2012 Summer Night Concert in Vienna. Most recently, he opened the 2014 season at the Theater an der Wien as well as the traditional 
Vienna Philharmonic Week in Japan in the same year. 
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