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Portland, ME – On Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 7:30pm the American Contemporary Music Ensemble (ACME) is 

presented by Portland Ovations at the Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) at Maine College of Art (522 Congress 

Street). Described as "vital," "brilliant," and "electrifying," by The New York Times and “contemporary music dynamos” by 

NPR, ACME is a force for new music, dedicated to the outstanding performance of masterworks from the 20th and 21st 

centuries. ACME players for this concert are Ben Russell, violin; Ravenna Lipchik, violin; Caleb Burhans, viola; Clarice 

Jensen, cello; Peter Dugan, piano; and Chihiro Shibayama, percussion.  

The focus of the concert is an exploration of durational work in visual art and music disciplines. The program includes 

works by Charlemagne Palestine, Clarice Jensen, Philip Glass, and Morton Feldman. In addition, the audience will be 

seated within the Institute's Drawing Now exhibit and the music for an immersive visual and aural experience with sound 
design by Dan Bora. 

Drawing Now, celebrates the works by artists of the Drawing Collective and three guest artists. With its members hailing 

from eleven countries, the Drawing Collective’s objective is to maintain the development of an international aesthetic. The 

common denominator uniting these artists is the practice of drawing. Prior to the performance, there will be a free, curator-

led tour of the gallery at 6:30pm. 

The centerpiece of ACME’s program is Charlemagne Palestine’s Strumming Music, featuring a “strumming,” technique 

created by the composer using alternating repeated notes. Palestine explains, “Different from the approach of my 

colleagues, this technique did not repeat notes with metronomic rhythmic precision…on the contrary it was a form of body 

music allowing my own body…the instrument I was playing…and the way the architecture of the space interacted with 

this instrument and these sonorities.”  

While there is no written score for the piece, ACME Artistic Director and cellist Clarice Jensen created an 

instructional/graphic score, with Palestine’s permission, based on the recording of Strumming for Strings released in 2010 

on Sub Rosa. ACME first performed Strumming Music at The Kitchen in NYC in April 2016. 

The program also features For this from that will be filled (b), composed by Clarice Jensen, from her solo debut album 

released in March 2018 on Miasmah Records. Drones, long loops, and a field recording from New York’s Grand Central 

Terminal interweave with acoustic and heavily processed cello, which conjures the sound of machinery. The work 

contemplates sonic repetition and solicits both meditation and disorientation.  
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Philip Glass’ String Quartet No. 5 consists of five movements which are performed without interruption for a seamless 

musical experience that ends where it begins. ACME Artistic Director Clarice Jensen says, "The most obvious unifying 

factor in Glass' music is his use of repetition. To me, the act of repeating a musical gesture so many times voids that 

gesture of any obvious or overt emotional implication. With that implication stripped away, the gesture, heard over and 

over again, takes on meaning that is unique to each listener, the musical elements exceed themselves, the sum becomes 

larger than its parts."  

  

ACME also performs two selections from Morton Feldman’s Durations, a five-movement work which incorporates both 

flexibility and repetition. In Durations II, for cello and piano, the performers can determine the length of each note. The 

interplay between the two instruments results in a quiet, gentle dissonance. Durations IV, for violin, cello, and vibraphone, 

employs repetitive patterns and evokes an ethereal character.  

 

About ACME: The American Contemporary Music Ensemble (ACME), led by Clarice Jensen, was honored by ASCAP 

during its 10th anniversary season in 2015 for the “virtuosity, passion, and commitment with which it performs and 

champions American composers.”  ACME’s recordings appear on the Deutsche Grammophon, New World, Butterscotch, 

and New Amsterdam labels. ACME released its first portrait album on Sono Luminus in 2017, featuring music by 

members Caroline Shaw, Timo Andres, and Caleb Burhans, plus John Luther Adams. The Strad wrote, “Warmth and care 

are fully evident in the ensemble’s immaculate, considered performances – the four composers could hardly wish for more 

committed, convincing accounts of their music.” 

 

ACME’s dedication to new music extends across genres and has earned them a reputation among both classical and rock 

crowds. ACME’s many collaborators have included The Richard Alston Dance Company, Wayne McGregor’s Random 

Dance, Gibney Dance, Jóhann Jóhannsson, actress Barbara Sukowa, filmmaker Jim Jarmusch, Blonde Redhead, Grizzly 

Bear, Low, Matmos, Jeff Mangum, A Winged Victory for the Sullen, Roomful of Teeth, Lionheart, and Theo Bleckmann. 

The group has performed at leading venues including Carnegie Hall, BAM, (Le) Poisson Rouge, Miller Theatre, The Met 

Museum, Constellation Chicago, Stanford Live, UCLA, Peak Performances, Melbourne Recital Hall, Big Ears, Sydney 

Opera House, the Sacrum Profanum Festival in Poland, and All Tomorrow's Parties in the UK, among many 

others. www.acmemusic.org 
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