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Sony Masterworks Announces US Classical Releases for March 2017 
 

Available March 10: 
Paavo Jarvi & the NHK Symphony Orchestra - Strauss: Helden Leben and Don Juan 

Khatia Buniatishvili - Rachmaninoff: Piano Concertos Nos. 2 & 3 
Amy Dickson - Glass 

Arturo Toscanini - The Essential Recordings (Reviewer Rate - $28.01) 
 

Available March 17: 
2CELLOS - Score 

John Williams & Steven Spielberg - The Essential Collection (Reviewer Rate - $15.68) 
 

Available March 31: 
Leonard Bernstein - Leonard Bernstein: The Composer (Reviewer Rate - $51.66) 

 
 

Strauss: Helden Leben and Don Juan 
Paavo Jarvi & the NHK Symphony Orchestra 
Available March 10, 2017 
 
Sony Masterworks is proud to announce the March 10, 2017 release 
of Strauss: Helden Leben and Don Juan, the first recording of Tokyo's NHK 
Symphony Orchestra and its current chief conductor, Paavo Järvi. Starting 
with Ein Heldenleben and Don Juan, two of the most popular tones poems by 
Richard Strauss, as Volume 1, Paavo Järvi and NHK SO embark on a three 
volume Richard Strauss Cycle. These are the first-ever recordings of these 
tone poems by Paavo Järvi. 
 
Celebrating its 90th season, NHK SO has longest history among Japanese 
orchestras, with rich and long tradition of performing the music of Richard 
Strauss under such illustrious conductors as Herbert von Karajan, Wolfgang 

Sawallisch, Othmar Suitner, Lovro von Matacic, Horst Stein, Charles Dutoit and Vladimir Ashkenazy among others. 
Recorded live in Suntory Hall, Tokyo, which is one of the most renowned concert halls all over the world, with optimum 
DSD technology. This will be followed by Volume 2 (Don Quixote with Turl Molk, Till Eulenspiegel, and Der 
Rosenkavalier Suite), and Volume 3 (Also sprach Zarathustra and Metamorphosen) to be released in 2018/2019. Paavo 
Järvi and NHK SO will visit seven major cities in Europe in February and March 2017 in their first-ever European tour. 
 
Rachmaninoff: Piano Concertos Nos. 2 & 3 
Khatia Buniatishvili, piano 
Available March 10, 2017 
 
Sony Masterworks announces the release of Khatia Buniatishvilli's Rachmaninoff Piano Concertos Nos. 2 and 3, out 
March 10, 2017. Buniatishvilli reunites with Paavo Järvi for her first orchestral recording in four years featuring 
Rachmaninoff's Piano Concertos Nos. 2 & 3 - two blockbuster concertos of the late-romantic repertoire rarely combined 
on one CD. This album was recorded with the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, at Rudolfinum, Dvorak Hall, Prague. 



Rachmaninoff's 2nd piano concerto was featured in many famous movies such 
as Billy Wilder’s The Seven Year Itch (1955) and Clint Eastwoods’ 
film Hereafter (2010). The 3rd concerto was prominently featured 
in Shine (1996) with David Helfgott. 
 
Khatia Buniatishvili was born in Tbilisi in 1987 and now lives in Paris. She 
made her debut as a soloist with orchestra at the age of six. This was followed 
by performances in Europe, Israel and the USA beginning at the age of ten. In 
2008 she was the winner of the Arthur Rubinstein Competition. In 2010 she 
received the Borletti-Buitoni Trust Award and was included in the BBC series 
of New Generation Artists. The Vienna Musikverein and Konzerthaus 
nominated her as their Rising Star for the 2011–12 season; she also won the 
ECHO-Klassik award as Newcomer of the Year in 2012. In 2016, 
Buniatishvilli won the German Echo Klassik award for her last 
album Kaleidoscope and also received the Q d’Or award as Musician of the 
year 2016 by French TV station TF1 which annually honors artists, sports 

people and media personalities. She was also invited by Chris Martin to perform the track "Kaleidoscope" on Coldplay's 
latest release A head full of dreams. 
 
 

Glass 
Amy Dickson, saxophone 
Available March 10, 2017 
 
Sony Music Masterworks announces Glass, a ground-breaking recording of 
some of Philip Glass's most iconic music, transcribed for saxophone by 
Classic BRIT Award-winning classical saxophonist, Amy Dickson, in 
celebration of Philip Glass s 80th birthday. Out on March 10, 2017 the album 
continues Amy Dickson's in-depth exploration of the works of leading 
contemporary composer, Philip Glass, who celebrated his 80th birthday in 
January 2017.  
 
Amy Dickson's fascination with Philip Glass's music began 10 years ago when 
she discovered Glass's Violin Concerto. After many hours transcribing the 
work for the saxophone and learning circular breathing in order to master the 

work, Amy recorded the Concerto on soprano saxophone in 2008 and this recording has been remastered for this 
release. Last year, Amy set herself a further challenge - one more difficult than the original - to transcribe Glass's Violin 
Sonata. She has also recorded two pieces from the film The Hours, which have been arranged for saxophone and piano 
especially for this album. 
 
Twice GRAMMY-nominated Amy Dickson made history by becoming the first saxophonist and the first Australian to 
win a Classic Brit Award, as 2013 MasterCard Breakthrough Artist of the Year. This followed the release of her third 
album, Dusk and Dawn, which attained the coveted No. 1 position in the UK Classical Album Charts.  In January 2016 
Amy Dickson was named Young Australian of the Year in the UK.  She was also a Judge of the BBC Young Musician 
2016 Final. Recognised widely for her remarkable, distinctive tone and exceptional musicality, Gramophone has 
described her as “a player with a difference who has an individual and unusual tone, luscious, silky-smooth, sultry and 
voluptuous by turns; her phrasing is beautifully finished, her control of dynamic infinitely subtle.” 
 



 
Arturo Toscanini - The Essential Recordings 20 CD-set Box Set (Reviewer 
Rate - $28.01) 
Arturo Toscanini, conductor 
Available March 10, 2017 
 
Arturo Toscanini - The Essential Recordingscelebrates the 150th anniversary 
of Arturo Toscanini’s birth in 2017, the 80th anniversary of the founding of 
the NBC Symphony Orchestra – the last organization with which he had a 
long and fruitful relationship – and the 60th anniversary of his death. These 
occasions will be commemorated in various ways in different parts of the 
world, but there is no better way to pay tribute to one of the world’s greatest 
performing musicians than by bringing some of his finest recordings to the 
attention of a new generation of musicians and music lovers. In most of this 
repertoire, Toscanini conducts the NBC Symphony, but there are some 
outstanding examples of his work with the New York Philharmonic (Haydn’s 

“Clock” Symphony, Mozart’s “Haffner” Symphony, and Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony) and the Philadelphia 
Orchestra (Schubert’s “Great C major” Symphony, Debussy’s La Mer and Ibéria). These earlier recordings are 
particularly significant because of the flexibility and detail of the interpretations. 
 
The recordings for Arturo Toscanini The Essential Recordings were all made for RCA Victor between 1929, when Arturo 
Toscanini was 62 years old, and 1952, when he was 85, and provide a great representation of his repertoire preferences. 
Chronologically by work, this collection begins with a live concert performance of the second act of Gluck s Orfeo ed 
Euridice, which had had its premiere in 1762, and end with Samuel Barber s ever-popular Adagio for Strings (an 
arrangement of the second movement of the String Quartet, op. 11), of which Toscanini himself conducted the world 
premiere in 1938. In between, there are Classical and Romantic orchestral works by Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Weber, 
Rossini, Schubert, Berlioz, Mendelssohn, Schumann, Wagner, Brahms, Tchaikovsky and Liadov; music by Toscanini's 
contemporaries Debussy, Richard Strauss and Sibelius; and other pieces by composers younger than himself: Ravel, 
Respighi and Kodály. In addition, there are recordings of live concert performances of whole scenes (with vocal soloists) 
from Wagner s Die Walküre and Götterdämmerung; two complete Verdi operas Otello and Falstaff, plus the final act 
of Rigoletto; and Puccini s La Bohème as performed and broadcast in 1946, on the fiftieth anniversary of the work s 
premiere, which Toscanini had conducted. 
  
 

SCORE 
2Cellos 
Available March 17, 2017 
 
2CELLOS, music’s most electric and dynamic instrumental duo, go to the 
movies for their new Portrait/Sony Music Masterworks album Score, available 
March 17, 2017. Bringing 2CELLOS’ game-changing sound and style to the 
most popular melodies ever written for classic and contemporary movies and 
television, Score will be supported by a world tour, kicking off with its U.S. 
leg this summer. The new video for “Game of Thrones” is out now – watch 
it here. 
 
An international sensation since their unique video version of Michael 
Jackson’s “Smooth Criminal” rocked YouTube with millions of hits in 2011, 
the Croatian cellists Luka Sulic and Stjepan Hauser have created three high-

energy albums for Sony Music Masterworks. Score finds them exploring a more traditional sound-world. Joining them 
here – to provide the ideal aural backdrop to their virtuosity – is the London Symphony Orchestra, with 
conductor/arranger Robin Smith at the helm. Sulic and Hauser also co-produced Score with Nick Patrick (Jackie 
Evancho, Il Divo, Placido Domingo). 
 
The album opens with an arrangement of Ramin Djawadi’s melodies that score Game of Thrones, culminating in the bold 
Main Title theme, in which the stirring sound of cellos announces each of what may be the most eagerly awaited episodes 



in contemporary television. Themes that drove some of the biggest epics in movie history are also featured in fresh new 
treatments – favorite Oscar-winning themes from James Horner’s score for Titanic (“My Heart Will Go On”), John 
Williams’ score for Schindler’s List and Vangelis’s score for Chariots of Fire, as well as “For the Love of a Princess” 
from Braveheart (also by Horner); “May It Be” from The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (introduced in the 
film by Enya); and the inspiring “Now We Are Free” from Gladiator, by the film’s composer Hans Zimmer, Lisa Gerrard 
and Klaus Badelt. They include the Henry Mancini/Johnny Mercer song “Moon River” from Breakfast at Tiffany’s; Ennio 
Morricone’s beautiful themes for Cinema Paradiso and Malena; Nino Rota’s love theme for The Godfather; Francis Lai’s 
Oscar-winning theme from Love Story; Hans Zimmer’s theme from Rain Man; and Stanley Myers’ haunting “Cavatina” 
heard in The Deer Hunter. 
  
 

The Ultimate Collection 3 CD, 1 DVD Box Set (Reviewer Rate - $15.68) 
John Williams, conductor and Steven Spielberg, director 
Available March 17, 2017 
 
Celebrating one of the most definitive and beloved partnerships in the history 
of motion pictures, John Williams & Steven Spielberg: The Ultimate 
Collection delivers an essential sampling of Williams’s musical scores for 
Spielberg’s films – a critically acclaimed, award-winning, chart-topping 
collaboration now in its fifth decade. Comprised of a three-CD set and bonus 
DVD, John Williams & Steven Spielberg: The Ultimate Collection is available 
from Sony Classical on March 17, 2017. 
 
This collection brings together Williams’s two previous discs of his music for 
Spielberg films, which he recorded with the Boston Pops Orchestra for Sony 
Classical: The Spielberg/Williams Collaboration (1991) and Williams on 

Williams: The Classic Spielberg Scores (1995). Those discs include music from Sugarland Express (1974) 
through Jurassic Park and Schindler’s List (1993). 
 
Bringing the collection up to date is an all-new third disc, recorded in 2016 with Williams conducting the Recording Arts 
Orchestra of Los Angeles, and with Spielberg as executive producer. It features the first release of brand new recordings 
of music from Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, Amistad, The BFG, Lincoln, The Adventures of 
Tintin, Minority Report, Catch Me If You Can, Raiders of the Lost Ark, Saving Private Ryan, War Horse, The 
Terminal, Munich and Spielberg’s 1999 documentary The Unfinished Journey. The bonus DVD that accompanies this 
new three-CD collection presents Steven Spielberg & John Williams: The Adventure Continues, a new documentary by 
filmmaker and film historian Laurent Bouzereau, who has been documenting Spielberg’s work for more than twenty 
years. 
 
 

Leonard Bernstein: The Composer 25 CD Box Set with Book (Reviewer 
Rate - $51.66) 
Leonard Bernstein, composer 
Available March 31, 2017 
 
With his centenary already looming large, Sony Classical releases the most 
comprehensive recorded collection ever released of the music of American 
conductor, composer and educator Leonard Bernstein (1918–1990). At the 
heart of this edition are the original “Bernstein conducts Bernstein” recordings 
for Columbia Masterworks of all his symphonies and ballets, plus the 
Symphonic Dances from West Side Story, On the 
Waterfront Suite, Mass, Chichester Psalms, Serenade, On the Town, Trouble 
in Tahiti, Prelude, Fugue and Riffs and the song cycles La Bonne 
Cuisine and I Hate Music. 
 

The new set also offers an impressive selection of Bernstein’s many other works on 3 CDs: delightful songs, and chamber 
and piano works, including recordings by such artists as soprano Harolyn Blackwell, mezzos Marilyn Horne and 



Frederica von Stade, violinist Joshua Bell, cellist Yo-Yo Ma, clarinetist Sabine Meyer and trumpeter Wynton Marsalis. 
Also included is Leonard Slatkin’s acclaimed 1992 St. Louis recording of Bernstein’s cycle Songfest for six singers and 
orchestra. 
 
Perhaps the most striking feature of this new release, however, is its selection of Leonard Bernstein’s theater works on 9 
CDs. Candide, for example, is represented not once but twice: both by the original Broadway cast recording from 1956 
and by the revised 1973 “Chelsea” version conducted by John Mauceri. Wonderful Town is heard in the 1958 television 
cast recording (starring Rosalind Russell from the 1953 Broadway première). The nearly forgotten Peter Pan is here too, 
in its original Broadway cast recording from 1950 starring Jean Arthur and Boris Karloff, also re-mastered in this special 
edition. 
 
Bernstein’s most famous work of all, West Side Story, is accorded special treatment. There is the gold standard, of course: 
that unsurpassable original Broadway cast album from 1957, starring Carol Lawrence as Maria, Larry Kert as Tony, Chita 
Rivera as Anita and Michael Callan as Riff. West Side Story completists will also appreciate the inclusion of the 1961 
movie soundtrack recording, with Marni Nixon (dubbing Natalie Wood’s Maria), Jim Bryant (singing for Richard 
Beymer’s Tony), Rita Moreno’s Oscar-winning Anita and Tucker Smith (dubbing Russ Tamblyn’s Riff). 
 
The set also includes a special compilation called The Bernstein Songbook with songs from his theater works rounds up 
the collection of musicals. A double album called Bernstein in Jazz features jazz arrangements based on Bernstein’s 
compositions by the Dave Brubeck Quartet, the Aaron Bell Trio, trombonist J.J. Johnson, the Marsalis family, 
saxophonist Gerry Mulligan, pianist Martial Solal, clarinetist Richard Stoltzman (with Woody Herman’s Thundering 
Herd), André Previn on piano (with drummer Shelly Manne and bassist Red Mitchell), vibraphonist Gary Burton, and 
pianist Eldar Djangirov. 
 
Sony Music Masterworks comprises Masterworks, Sony Classical, OKeh, Portrait, and Masterworks Broadway. For 
email updates and information please visit www.sonymusicmasterworks.com. 
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