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Sony Masterworks Announces New US Classical Releases 
 

Available Now: Quadriga Consort’s Winter’s Delights 
 

October 30: Nigel Kennedy in Vivaldi: The New Four Seasons 
 

 
Winter’s Delights 
Quadriga Consort 
Early Christmas Music and Carols from the British Isles, France and Canada 
Performed on Period Instruments 
Now Available 
 
Packed full of engaging and appealing seasonal offerings, Winter’s Delights is 
Quadriga Consort’s new album and welcome addition to Yuletide. English composer 
and poet Thomas Campion (1567–1620) famously wrote “Summer hath his joys and 
Winter his delights,” and the consort has taken this memorable line as its starting 
point for this attractive collection of popular and lesser-known winter melodies. 
The album includes traditional English carols such as “The First Nowell,” “The 
Three Kings” and “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” together with Scottish tunes such 

as “Gloomy Winter,” “The Traveller Benighted in Snow” and “Leanabh an Àigh” (The Blessed Child), better known in 
recent years as the hit song “Morning has Broken.” From Ireland comes the traditional jig “A Merry Christmas” as well as 
the medley consisting of “Early in the Morning” (trad. hornpipe) / “The Ivy Leaf” (trad. reel) / “Christmas Comes But 
Once A Year” (trad. jig). Nova Scotia beckons with “The Stormy Scenes of Winter” and France happily presents “Noël 
Nouvelet – Sing We Now of Christmas.” Eagerly anticipated, Winter’s Delights follows on the consort’s previous best-
selling album On A Cold Winter’s Day (888837615822). Quadriga Consort:  Elisabeth Kaplan – Voice; Angelika Huemer 
– Recorders, Viola da Gamba; Karin Silldorff – Recorders; Dominika Teufel – Viola da Gamba; Philipp Comploi – Basse 
de Violon; Laurenz Schiffermueller – Percussion; Nikolaus Newerkla – Harpsichord, Arrangements, Direction 
www.quadriga-consort.at 
 
Album Buy Links: 
iTunes: http://smarturl.it/qc-wintersdel 
Amazon: http://smarturl.it/qc-wintersdel-cd 
Spotify: http://smarturl.it/qc-wintersdel-spfy 
 

Vivaldi: The New Four Seasons 
Nigel Kennedy 
Release Date: October 30, 2015 
 
In 1989 Nigel Kennedy made his breakthrough recording of Vivaldi's Four 
Seasons. In his sleeve notes to that famous release, Kennedy stressed that he had 
rejected the idea of playing Vivaldi's suite of violin concertos in either the 
“authentic” fashion, using period instruments, or in the more florid “Romantic” 
style. He explained that his objective was to use “every kind of technique I know” 
to communicate his feeling for the music to his listeners. He didn't believe that The 
Four Seasonswas confined to any particular point in time, because it “has far more 
to offer than mere historical interest.” 
 



Now, in 2015, Kennedy returns with a completely fresh take on The Four Seasons, but while the music sounds hugely 
different, his creative attitude is the same. Once again he has set out to prove that The Four Seasons is timeless, and in his 
opinion there's no reason why Vivaldi's masterpiece shouldn't be opened up to embrace developments in musical 
instrument technology, or even new musical styles undreamt of in Vivaldi's 18th century world. Any forward-looking 
composer, Kennedy reasons, would have been delighted to exploit the potential of more expressive or sophisticated 
instrumentation if it had been available to him. 
 
Kennedy's fans have already had a chance to hear The New Four Seasons in concert, so some of the musical innovations 
crammed into this new recording will seem familiar. Integral to the Kennedy approach is the drum programming of 
Massive Attack's Damon Reece, which adds a mesmerizing rhythmic pulse underneath the crisply articulated playing of 
Kennedy's Orchestra of Life. This hand-picked ensemble of enthusiastic young musicians, under orchestra leader Lizzie 
Ball, is an extension of Kennedy's own adventurous philosophy. They are willing to follow Kennedy's imaginative flights 
wherever they might take him, while always keeping him anchored, somehow, to Vivaldi's original blueprint. 
 
Still, there's no denying that Kennedy has taken a few liberties. For example, he has introduced a selection of poems 
which describe in words some of the images of landscape and nature which Vivaldi's music was intended to evoke. 
Kennedy has set the poetry to short passages of his own music, which are sung by a vocal quartet that includes Zee 
Gachette, Xantone Blacq, Kakie Taylor-Black and Lucy Potterton. Again, Kennedy has decided that it is time to move on 
from the standard keyboard instrument of Vivaldi's baroque era, the harpsichord, and to take advantage of its more 
modern successors, the piano and the Hammond organ. He adds: “I am also introducing a range of electric instruments 
into this new interpretation.” 
 
Album Buy Links: 
iTunes: http://smarturl.it/nk-new4seasons 
Amazon: http://smarturl.it/nk-new4seasons-cd 
Spotify: http://smarturl.it/nk-new4seasons-spfy 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nigelkennedyofficial 
Website: http://www.nigelkennedy.co.uk/ 
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Sony Music Masterworks comprises Masterworks, Sony Classical, OKeh, Portrait, Masterworks Broadway and Flying 
Buddha imprints. For email updates and information please visit www.SonyMasterworks.com. 

 
 


