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Sony Masterworks Announces New US Classical Releases for November 
2016 

Available November 4: 
Teodor Currentzis and MusicAeterna: Don Giovanni  (CD, Vinyl LP, and Digital) 

Sonya Yoncheva: Verdi: Otello  (DVD and BluRay) 
Available November 11: 

 Kristjan Järvi: Steve Reich- Duet  
Available November 18: 

Vivarte Collection, Vol. 2 (60-CD Box Set. Reviewer Rate $43.77) 
 

Don Giovanni  (CD, Vinyl LP, and Digital) 
Teodor Currentzis (conductor) and MusicAeterna 
Available November 4, 2016 
The eagerly awaited release of Don Giovanni  on November 4, 2016, represents the 
culmination of the critically acclaimed cycle of Mozart’s Da Ponte operas from the 
charismatic conductor Teodor Currentzis and MusicAeterna, the orchestra and choir 
he founded in Siberia. The album will be available on CD in a limited-edition deluxe 
book; on vinyl LP; and in all popular digital formats including Mastered for iTunes. 
Stream the album here. 
 
The recording sessions started in the Tchaikovsky State Opera and Ballet Theatre, 
Perm, Russia on September 30, 2014. The work was done in daily sessions of up to 

12 hours, which the MusicAeterna orchestra and choir as well as their conductor are used to dedicating to their recording 
projects. After finishing thirteen days of sessions, and before editing and mixing could start, Teodor Currentzis started 
re-examining the material captured. Reluctantly, he decided that it did not attain the highest level that the musicians and 
the recording team were capable of. Currentzis, a lifelong audiophile, also insisted on rethinking every element of the 
recording set-up itself, especially executing additional acoustic modifications in the theatre’s main auditorium, as well as 
changing all the details of the microphone set-up, one of the most complex tasks in a full opera studio recording. 
 
The decision was made to re-record the whole work. This happened in a second fifteen-day period between November 23 
and December 7, 2015. The final version of this Don Giovanni  is almost exclusively the result of that second period. 
Except for a few recitatives, the material from the first sessions in 2014 was destroyed in its entirety. As stated at the 
launch of the cycle, Currentzis’ approach to the Mozart scores is based on the conviction that it is virtually impossible 
today to hear them performed precisely and in full. His stated intention is to undo what he considers the effects of 
20th-century operatic tradition focused on simplification and vocal volume at all cost. For Currentzis, these recordings 
represent the culmination of a decade-long research project dedicated to the discrepancies between the composer’s will 
and what our ears have grown accustomed to.  
 
The cast of Don Giovanni  includes Dimitris Tiliakos (Don Giovanni), Vito Priante (Leporello), Mika Kares (Il Comendatore), 
Myrtò Papatanasiu (Donna Anna), Kenneth Tarver (Don Ottavio), Karina Gauvin (Donna Elvira), Guido Loconsolo 
(Masetto) and Christina Gansch (Zerlina). 
 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Mozart-Don-Giovanni-Teodor-Currentzis/dp/B01GTCBA6A/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=music&ie=UTF8&qid=1476546695&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=TEODOR+CURRENTZIS+AND+MUSICAETERNA+DON+GIOVANNI
https://pec.smcdp-de.net/welcome?key=B48C968D-3303-DA30-49B8-D23FF1C289BF


 

Verdi: Otello  (DVD and BluRay) 
Sonya Yoncheva (soprano) 
Available November 4, 2016 
Sony Classical is pleased to announce the release of Verdi: Otello , a production by Tony Award®-winning director Bartlett 
Sher featuring rising Metropolitan Opera star soprano Sonya Yoncheva as Desdemona, Otello's innocent wife and victim. 
The cast also includes tenor Aleksandrs Antonenko as the doomed Otello and Zeljko Lucic as the evil Iago, who 
masterminds Otello's demise. Both the Blu-ray and DVD include bonus material featuring rehearsal footage and interviews 
with Sona Yoncheva, six-time Met director Bartlett Sher, Zeljko Lucic and Aleksandrs Antonenko. The New York Times 
writes, “Ms. Yoncheva is poised for a major career and this Desdemona shows why.” 
 
Sonya Yoncheva has become a permanent fixture on the most important stages of the world, including the Metropolitan 
Opera, Royal Opera House, Bayerische Staatsoper, Berlin State Opera, Wiener Staatsoper and the Opéra de Paris. Her 
spectacular portrayals of iconic roles have received tremendous acclaim from critics and audiences alike. Of her 
performances in La traviata  at the Staatsoper Berlin, Die Welt  proclaimed: "She is the finest Violetta since Maria Callas. 
The Bulgarian soprano Sonya Yoncheva is possibly the best Traviata in the world at present.” Yoncheva is starring in La 
Traviata  at the Metropolitan Opera February through April 2017, and is a featured artist at the Met’s Gala Concert 
celebrating its 50th Anniversary at Lincoln Center. 
 
Sonya Yoncheva’s wide-ranging repertoire includes jewels of the Baroque canon as well as works by Mozart, Verdi, 
Tchaikovsky, and Puccini. Celebrated for her distinctly beautiful voice and exceptional dramatic presence, Sonya is 
equally at home on the concert and recital stage, having performed to critical acclaim in several cities including Dresden, 
Baden-Baden, Verbier, and Prague. 
 
Yoncheva will make her highly anticipated debut in the title role of Bellini’s Norma  at London’s Royal Opera House, in a 
new production directed by Àlex Ollé of La Fura dels Baus; she also stars as Antonia in Les Contes d'Hoffmann  at Covent 
Garden. Yoncheva sings Violetta in La traviata  with Opéra de Paris and the Bayerische Staatsoper; Tatiana in Eugene 
Onegin  and Mimì in La bohème  at the Deutsche Oper Berlin; will embark on a concert tour featuring Baroque repertoire 
which will later be highlighted on a Sony Classical album release; stars in the title role in Mascagni’s Iris  at the Montpellier 
Festival and Manon  in Monte-Carlo; and sings the title role in Massenet’s Thaïs  at the Salzburg Festival, with Plácido 
Domingo as Athanaël. Yoncheva will sing the role of Vitellia in Mozart’s La Clemenza di Tito  at the Festspielhaus 
Baden-Baden, in the summer of 2017. 
 
Born in 1981, soprano Sonya Yoncheva graduated with performance degrees in piano and voice in her hometown of 
Plovdiv, Bulgaria under the tutelage of Nelly Koitcheva. She later obtained her master’s degree in voice at the 
Conservatory of Geneva, studying with Danielle Borst. Yoncheva is also an alumna of William Christie’s Le Jardin des 
Voix and has maintained a special focus the Early and Baroque repertory. She records exclusively for Sony Classical; her 

debut recording “Paris, mon amour” is nominated for a 2016 International Opera 
Award in the Best CD (Operatic Recital) category.  
 
 
Steve Reich - Duet 
Kristjan Järvi (conductor) and the MDR Leipzig Radio Symphony 
Orchestra 
Available November 11, 2016 
Sony Classical releases Steve Reich - Duet, a 2-CD set recorded by the MDR 
Leipzig Radio Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Kristjan Järvi. Steve 
Reich, described as "One of the most original musical thinkers of our time." (The 
New Yorker)  and key founder of the minimalist school of music, celebrated his 80th 
birthday in October 2016. The album is not only a celebration of his birthday but 

also a result of a 3-year-project that started with Reich's residency as "composer in residence" at the MDR Radio 
Symphony Orchestra.  
 

https://www.amazon.com/Verdi-Otello-Sonya-Yoncheva/dp/B01HJ1INB0
https://www.amazon.com/Steve-Reich-Duet-Kristjan-Jarvi/dp/B01KLIIWTQ


 

CD 1 includes live performances at the Gewandhaus in Leipzig of Reich's Duet,  which was dedicated to and written for Sir 
Yehudi Menuhin for his 80th birthda; Clapping Music,  performed on this album by Reich himself with Kristjan Järvi; and 
The Four Sections . CD 2 includes studio world-premiere recordings of the orchestra-chorus versions of Reich's Daniel 
and You Are Variations,  which Reich describes in the booklet notes as "two of the best pieces I have ever written." 
 
Kristjan Järvi has been the principal conductor of the MDR Radio Symphony Orchestra since the 2012 season. He is a 
unique musical personality pushing the classical music borders with new ideas, his charisma and extraordinary technical 
prowess. Hailed by The New York Times  as "a kinetic force on the podium, like Leonard Bernstein reborn." Järvi 
combines his classical music origins and his love for traditional repertoire with a powerful passion for original concert 
programs, that catapults concert halls and audiences around the world into the 21st century. Järvi has more than 30 
albums to his credit and has received various awards, including the Swedish Grammy for Best Opera Performance, the 
German Record Critics Prize for Best Album and is a Grammy nominee. 
 
Steve Reich was recently called  "our greatest living composer" (The New York Times), "America’s greatest living 
composer." (The Village VOICE), and “...among the great composers of the century” (The New York Times). From his 
early taped speech pieces It's Gonna Rain  (1965) and Come Out  (1966) to his and video artist Beryl Korot’s digital video 
opera Three Tales  (2002), Reich's path has embraced not only aspects of Western Classical music, but the structures, 
harmonies, and rhythms of non-Western and American vernacular music, particularly jazz. "There's just a handful of living 
composers who can legitimately claim to have altered the direction of musical history and Steve Reich is one of them," 
states The Guardian.  In April 2009, Steve Reich was awarded the Pulitzer prize in Music for his composition 'Double 
Sextet'. 
 

 
Vivarte Collection, Vol. 2 (60-CD Box Set) 
Available November 18, 2016 
Reviewer Rate: $43.77 
On November 18, 2016, Sony Classical releases Vivarte Collection, Vol. 2 , a 60-CD 
box set celebrating Vivarte, the legendary Sony Classical period music label known for 
producing outstanding recordings on period instruments. The recordings by legendary 
producer Wolf Erichson are done with the best recording technologies and by one of 
the best production teams in the world (Tritonus Music Production, Stuttgart). 
 
The box set includes Vivarte's legendary catalogue of ancient music ranging from 
Vivaldi to Brahms featuring artists and specialists in historically informed performance 
practice such as Anner Bylsma, Jos Van Immerseel, Bob Van Asperen, Gustav 

Leonhardt, Musica Fiata, Tafelmusik, Jeanne Lamon, Huelgas Ensemble, Paul Van Nevel, L’Archibudelli, Bruno Weil, 
Tölzer Knabenchor, and others. 
 
Vivarte label started producing when Sony Classical was founded (in 1989). The production came to a standstill recently 
when Wolf Erichson retired and DHM became the new label of period music within Sony Classical. Each CD is in a 
papersleeve with the original artwork of the former CDs. There is also a 240 page booklet with tracklistings and original 
linernotes of each recording. 
 

# # # 

Sony Masterworks comprises Masterworks, Sony Classical, OKeh, Portrait, Masterworks Broadway and Flying Buddha 
imprints. For email updates and information please visit  www.SonyMasterworks.com 

https://www.amazon.com/Vivarte-Collection-Vol-VARIOUS-ARTISTS/dp/B01FNAHZFY
http://www.sonymasterworks.com/

